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T he united states gov- 

emment has .laimched a war 
against Iraq. Around the 
world and across the country peo¬ 
ple have expressed their outrage, 
their anger, and their fear. From the 
beginning of the US troop build-up 
in Saudi Arabia, activists have been 
mobilizing and organizing to put 
' pressure on those in power to end 
the war preparations, resulting in 
demonstrations, vigils, direct ac- 
r tion, and, most importantly, in- 
I creased awareness about the caus¬ 

es of the war and our power to end 
^ it. 

These actions have only increas¬ 
ed in frequency and intensity since 
the beginning of actual attacks, 
fighting, and dying. 

What Are We Fighting For? 

The US is waging war against 
Iraq in defense of what George 
Bush is calling the New World Or¬ 
der, which is nothing other than the 
: old American empire rejuvenated. 

The rulers of this coimtry are Will- 
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ing to sacrifice tens of thousands of 
Arab, American, Israeli and other 
lives for its renewed health. 

The question of Kuwaiti sover¬ 
eignty, while a real issue, is here a 
fig leaf for the US’s real intentions: 
the elimination of Iraq as a major 
autonomous regional military 
power. One day into the US war 
against Iraq, Bush annoimced that 
it was “too late’’ for an Iraqi with¬ 
drawal from Kuwait to end the war; 
the US would only settle for sur¬ 
render. 

It is clear that if the US comes out 
of the war against Iraq relatively 
imscathed—with its military intact 
and domestic opposition to the war 
confined to established channels of 
ineffectual protest, this war will 
mark the resurgence of the Ameri¬ 
can empire and no coimtry will be 
safe from limitless US aggression. 

National liberation movements 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America 
can expect to be ruthlessly crushed. 
Essentially it will mark the begii: - 
ning of a new world war—an unre- 
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mitting war by the US and its im¬ 
perial allies against the people of 
the “third world.’’ 

It is our responsibility to build the 
kind of movement that can ensure 
that this doesn’t happen. Already 
there is massive resistance to this 
war. People have taken to the 
streets across the country and 
around the world. We need to in¬ 
crease the pressure domestically, 
build resistance within the ranks of 
the armed forces, and force the US 
to withdraw from Iraq. 

Taking It To The Streets 

There has been what amounts to 
a news blackout on demonstra¬ 
tions against the war. The US has 
been rocked by daily demonstra¬ 
tions in every major city and in hun¬ 
dreds of towns. Millions of people 
around the world have taken to the 
streets as well. Yet the Friday edi¬ 
tion of the New York Times contain¬ 
ed no coverage at aU of the largest 
explosion of protest in the US since 
the height of the movement against 
the war on Vietnam. There can be 
no denying that the country is al¬ 
ready deeply divided on this war, 
less than one week into the 
fighting. 

Daily demonstrations began 
when Congress narrowly voted to 
support the war. On January 14 and 
15 High School students in New 
York, Berkeley, Oakland, Minnea¬ 
polis, Boston and other cities 
walked out of their classes and took 
to the streets, blocking traffic and 
fighting the police. In San Francisco 
15,000 people took over the Bay 
Bridge for three hours after a 
successful blockade of the Federal 
Building. In the Mission another 
10,000, mainly people of color, mar¬ 
ched on Chevron where a bonfire 


was set in the street. In Minneapo¬ 
lis , two thousand people shut down 
the Federal Building and set fires in 
the streets. In Chicago, 5,000 peo¬ 
ple shut down the Federal Building 
and took over the streets. 

When the war started on Wed¬ 
nesday, January 16, spontaneous 
demonstrations broke out every¬ 
where. In San Francisco 25,000 
people marched again on the Bay 
Bridge. When a police motorcycle 
ran over a demonstrator the crowd 
set one cop car on fire and smashed 
in the windows on at least three 
more. They then marched on 
Chevron headquarters and Macy’s 
and smashed in windows. The next 
day 10,000 people shut down the 
Federal Building again and police 
arrested over 1,000 people. In 
Eugene, Oregon a military recruit¬ 
ing station was firebombed. 

In New York City, thousands of 
people took the streets at Times 
Square, tore down police barri¬ 
cades and marched on the United 
Nations, where the Security Coim- 
cil was meeting in closed session. 
After pushing through police lines 
and barricades, the crowd was fi¬ 
nally stopped across the street from 
the UN. The march then proceeded 
to Dag Hammarskjold plaza for a ral¬ 
ly. Police barricades were torn 
down and used to build a massive 
bonfire. The march then returned to 
Times Square where another fire 
was set and then proceeded 
downtown and blocked the Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge. A drunk driver drove in¬ 
to the crowd at this point, injuring 
at least seven people seriously, a 
couple quite severely. 

In Boston, students stopped traf¬ 
fic on three bridges. In Amherst, 
Massachusetts, businesses closed 
for one hour to protest the war. In 


Seattle, 60,000 people came out for 
a candlelight vigil against the war. 
In New Orleans 500 people march¬ 
ed against the war. In Los Angeles 
about 4,000 people converged on 
the Federal Building. 700 UCLA 
students occupied a campus build¬ 
ing and another 1000 rallied out¬ 
side. A class stoppage was called 
for Tuesday, January 22. In the con¬ 
servative tovm of Riverside, Califor¬ 
nia, 200 people took to the streets. 
In Minneapolis, 6,000 people mar¬ 
ched and newspaper boxes for the 
New York Times and USA Today 
were thrown into a dumpster and 
set afire to chants of “Bum Those 
Lies.’’ In Detroit, police rounded up 
activists at a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion and charged them with incite¬ 
ment to riot. 

Around the world, demonstra¬ 
tions were, even larger. 2 million 
people marched in Madrid. In 
Quito, Ecuador a make-shift bomb 
was tossed in a British bank. In 
Sydney, Australia 10,000 people 
marched against the war. 

These actions are promising 
signs that the anti-war movement 
will not have to learn all the lessons 
of Vietnam over again. By pushing 
over barricades, by refusing to lis¬ 
ten to the cops, by taking the 
streets and setting fires, in short, by 
making the country “ungoverna¬ 
ble,’’ a new generation is showing 
that, at least instinctively, it under¬ 
stands that the war machine will 
not listen to reason or appeals to 
morality. One of the lasting gains of 
the 1960s was the breakdown of 
people’s faith in the system—few 
people still believe that the govern¬ 
ment is responsive to the demands 
of ordinary people. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Letters 


Earth First! Rendezvous 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Organization is under way for 
this year’s Earth First! Rendez¬ 
vous in the Green Mountains of 
Vermont from Monday August 5, 
to the action on Monday, August 
12. One reason we are mailing this 
out so early is so people Ccin start 
thinking about what kinds of 
workshops they would like to host. 
We would like to see a broad 
range of workshops in everything 
from exchanges of tactical infor¬ 
mation to educational forums, 
from discussions of internal 
dynamics to debates over the 
future of Earth First! We hope to 
create conditions for the most 
open forums of discussion possi¬ 
ble in order to maximize 
democratic participation, to bring 
forth new and unpredetermined 
visions of what Earth First! is and 
could be, and to minimize suscep¬ 
tibility to government-sponsored 
divisiveness. 

Please respond with ideas you 
have for specific workshops you . 
or your group would like to 


Love and Rage is created by a network 
of supporters who are in general agree¬ 
ment with the Love and Rage Political 
Stateirient and contribute time, money, 
and energy to Love sind Rage. Major deci¬ 
sions and overall policy eire made when 
all the supporters gather for a con¬ 
ference. Less major interim decisions 
(consistent v\hth decisions of the confer¬ 
ence) are made by an editorial council of 
people from many regions that meets 
several times a year in person and com¬ 
municates by phone and mail. Day-to-day 
decisions (consistent with decisions of 
the conference and the editorial council) 
are made by a production group resident 
in New York City, where the paper is 
published. In some cities and regions. 
Love and Rage supporters have organiz¬ 
ed themselves to cooperate in support of 
the paper on the local level and they 
sometimes plug into the rest of the net¬ 
work through their group or collective. 
Other supporters work alone. 

Most Love and Rage supporters are ac¬ 
tive in efforts to change the world above 
and beyond publishing Love and Rage. 
Supporters Eire involved in a broad range 
of loccil groups and non-groups, publica¬ 
tions of various sorts, and issue networks 
and organizations that work nationally 
and internationally, and they often write 
about their activities in Love and Rage. 

The Love and Rage support network is 
not a closed circle of friends. If you are in 
general agreement with the Political 
Statement and are comfort^le pledging 
your time, energy or money to our joint 
effort, you can become part of the net¬ 
work and participate fully in the decision 
making process. Ask the person who 
sold or gave you the paper, or write to; 

Love and Rage 
Box 3 Prince St. Station 
New York, NY 10012 


Editorial Council 

Billy, Brooklyn NY 
Chris, Brooklyn NY 
Christopher Day, New York NY 
Darrell Gordon, Chicago IL 
Gustavo Rodriguez, Miami FL 
James, Knoxville TN 
Jessica, New York NY 
Jimmy, New Orleans LA 
Johnnie, Atlanta GA 
Kate, Minneapolis MN 
Kieran Frazier, Minneapolis MN 
Laurie, Chicago IL 
Mitch, San Francisco CA 
Nik, Chicago IL 
Nissa, Berkeley CA 
Rachel, Madison Wl 
Roni, Los Angeles CA,Sunshine 
Smith, Berkeley CA 

Production Group: 

Wayne, Wendy, Mike, Matt, Malcolm, 
Lisa, Jessica, Jane, Gwendolyn, 
Gene, Francine, Erika, Eric, Dave, 
Christopher, Chris, Chris, Bob, Billy, 
Bill. 

Translations: 

Gene, Ron. 

Issue Deadline Publishing Daic 

March Feb. 4 Feb. 18 

April March 4 March 18 

May April 1 Apul 15 

(212)925-7976 

Please call ahead before faxing to 
make sure the fax is hooked up. 


facilitate or suggestions of how 
you would like to see the overall 
workshop scene structured. Also 
include the logistical needs of 
your workshops like: day/night, 
how long, how many sessions, 
early or late in the rendezvous, 
near or far from the campus, etc. 

Uncompromisingly yours. 
The Workshop Committee 
Earth First! 

RRR PO Box 174 
Burlington, VT 
05402-0174 

A Dog in Klan Robes 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Wouldn’t you know it? The day 
before I planned to demonstrate 
(along with others) against the 
Klan’s “Christian” rally at Foun¬ 
tain Square in downtown Cincy, 
not only did my son get sick and 
my mom get operated on, but my 
car stopped running and had to be 
towed to the dealer. Needless to 
say I had to watch the fight on TV 
and read about it in the local 
bourgeois press. 

But four people I know went, 
and told me about the counter¬ 
demonstration and the fuss that 
SHARP (Skinheads Against Racial 
Prejudice) and qther groups and 
individuals put up against the 
Klan being there. Of course, the 
Klan had the only “legal” permit 
to be there and of course, the “law 
' and order” police protected them 
against 1,500 angry demonstrat¬ 
ors. There were few arrests, but, 
of course, all were from the anti- 
Klein protesters. 

The Klan put on a rally to “put 
the Christ back in Christmas” and 
to protest against the court-won 
right by some Jewish folks to 
have a menorah on the square for 
the eight days of Hanukkah along 
with the city’s large Christmas 
tree. Makes sense to me. We live 



in a pluralistic, multi-ethnic, multi¬ 
religious society where everyone 
should be able to worship if they 
want to. The almost-torn apart 
state capitalist countries never 
allowed most people to worship, 
Christians as well as Jewish 
women and men. 

The Ku Klux Klan are not just 
another peaceful, god-loving 
group. They incite hate against 
anyone who is not lily-white and 
who is not a Christian—they used 
to not like Catholics either. Maybe 
they do now, but when my dad 
was young, the KKK marched 
down the road past his house — 
his dad, my granddad, an Irish- 
French Catholic guy, threw a 
white cloth over Shep, his Germein 
Shepherd herding dog. The Klan 
dragon swore at my granddad and 
said “I’ll get you for this, John.” 
Never did. The KKK likes to boast. 
That was maybe 60 years ago. 

And the KKK is stiU around, and 
wiU be, as long as we live in a 
system that breeds hate among 
folks. But the KKK is also stiu get¬ 
ting trounced up by folks who 
hate them. ^ Linda, 

Cincinnati, OH 

The Torch is Dead 
Long Live the Torch 

Hey Folks, 

I saw your ’zine mentioned in 
the last Left Green Notes, so I 
thought I’d drop you a line. Now 
don’t let the letterhead scare you. 
YPSL (Young Peoples Socialist 
League) is made up of both anar¬ 
chists and democratic socialists, 
and right now I’d say the mix is 
just about even. Basically, by be¬ 
ing an independent affiliate of the 
Socialist Party we can reach youth 
in both camps. Personally, I say 
fuck the whole idea of labels — it's 


Subscribe to Love and Rage and have every issue of this 
revolutionary anarchist newsmonthly delivered to your door by a 
uniformed agent of the State. Indicate your preference and send 
your check or money order to; 

Love and Rage 
Box 3, Prince St. Station, 

New York, NY 10012 USA 

_$7 for a third class subscription (slow mail). 

_$12 for a first class subscription (fast, in an envelope). 

_$12 for an international subscription. 

_Gl? PWA? Prisoner? Check here for a free subscription. 

_1 would like to support Love and Rage with a monthly pledge 

of;_$10_$20_$50_$100_Other 


Name_ 

Address 

City_ 

Zip- 


State 


Country 
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the struggle that matters, not 
what you call it. As long as you’re 
anti-patriarchal and fight for youth 
Mb, that’s all we care about. 

Anyway we’re hoping that 
you’ll exchange Love and Rage for 
the Torch (YPSL’s paper), which 
I’m enclosing. The next issue 
should be ready in mid-January or 
so. 

YPSL. Youth Liberation and 
other anti-social behavior. We will 
make the playgrounds and 
playpens of this world ungover¬ 
nable. 

For Youth Liberation, 
Ken Meyers 
for the Torch 

Dumpster Times 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Thanks for the posters (beauti¬ 
fully done) and aU my best wishes 
for the anarchist contingent in DC. 
Wish I could be with you, but alas 
—only in spirit. 

Although I’m the only anarchist 
I know here in Akron, I did man¬ 
age to find a few secure places to 
post your fMers. And happily, I just 
completed Dumpster Times #8 
and am enclosing a poster with 
each one sent out to places far and 
wide with the suggestion to copy 
and distribute — 30 sent today. A 
small help, but it’s something. 

The times are truly perilous, 
protestors arrested for “treason,” 
sheep awaiting slaughter. My 
thoughts and hopes go with you. 

Love and Anarchy 
Wendy S. Duke 
Dumpster Times 
P.O. Box_80044 
Akron, OH 
44308 


An Apology 

Love and Rage makes mistakes. 
Last issue we made several. Several 
captions were missing from photos 
and things like that. The most 
serious mistakes we made were in 
pubMshing an article by Eric Jacob¬ 
son that appeared first in Left Green 
Notes as “Ideology and the Persian 
Gulf Crisis: Can the Left Greens 
develop an anti-war program?” and 
that we reprinted as a section with 
another article “For UN Sancr 

tions.And Against’’ with 

Eric’s article under the “For’’ 
heading. 

Eric’s article was written before 
the UN Security Council voted to 
authorize the use of force against 
Iraq if Iraq did not withdraw from 
Kuwait by January 15. When we 
spoke with Eric about reprinting 
his article he said that he wanted to 
make revisions in Mght of the events 
that had occurred since he wrote it. 
We failed to foUow up on that and 
instead reprinted the article as it ap¬ 
peared in Left Green Notes (and fail¬ 
ing to note where we reprinted it 
from to boot.) 

Eric did not give us permission to 
reprint the original article. We 
should not have and apologize to 
him for having done so, particularly 
since it appeared with an article 
written in response to it and 
thereby created the false impres¬ 
sion that he had contributed the ar¬ 
ticle for a debate. 

The “For.And Against” 

headline also effectively 
misrepresented the intention of 
Eric’s article by focusing on the 
single question of UN sanctions, 
when the article had a much 
broader focus, better reflected in 
the headline used in Left Green 
Notes. Again we apologize. 


Conflicting Opinions 

Dear Love and Rage, 

1 have very confMcting opinions 
about anarchism and your 
pubMcation, Many of the articles 
are incredibly beautiful, and in¬ 
sightful and I learn a lot from 
them. On the other hand, I do not 
have a full understanding of anar¬ 
chist ideas, and sometimes I feel 
you tend, to glorify violence. 

Also, I was at the Dec. 0 rally at 
the Waldorf and I too was fed up 
with the repetitive dragged out 
speeches (except the guy from 
ACT UP), they were all bullshit. I 
and many others around me were 
happy when AAA (Autonomous 
Anarchist Action) started up the 
march, the anti-war movement’s 
gotta have more vision than the 
Coalition To Stop Intervention In 
The Middle East. 

I’d just Mke to tell you I think 
your paper has shown me a dif¬ 
ferent way of seeing the Left, and 
given me a lot to think about on 
my sexual relationships, and 
society in general. 

Thank you, 
Charles Riccardi 
Brooklyn, NY 


The following groups sup¬ 
port Love and Rage. If you like 
what you see in Love and 
Rage and would like to find 
out more about revolutionary 
anarchism contact the group 
closest to you. 

Revolutionary Group X 
P.O.Box 6022 
Chicago, IL 6068%^, ^ 

Revolutionary Anarchist 
Bowling League 
P.O.Box 10854 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-3854 

Love and Rage 
Supporters in Atlanta 
P.O.Box 2234 
Decatur GA 30031-2234 

Collective Action 
P.O.Box 44563 
Detroit Mi 48244 

Circle A Collective 
P.O.Box 29095 
New Orleans, LA 70189 

Bay Area Anti-Racist Action 
P.O.Box 3501 
Oakland, CA 94609 

The Alternative 
UT P.O.Box 16156 
UT Station 

Knoxville, TN 37996-4900 

Autonomous 
Anarchist Action 
P.O.Box 3 

Prince Street Station 
New York, NY 100012 

Autonome Forum 
P.O.Box 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 

Amor y Rabia 
P.O.Box 45-2001 
Miami, FL 33245 

CANADA 

Outaouais Outrage 
P.O.Box 4051, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT, K1F5B1 

Ecomedia Toronto 
P.O.Box 915, Station F 
Toronto, ONT, M4Y 2N9 
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Raising the Costs 

of Love and Rage 


N OW THAT THE U.S. HAS 
launched its war against 
Iraq, it is particularly impor¬ 
tant to do everything that is neces¬ 
sary to build a militant and anti-au¬ 
thoritarian wing of the anti-war 
movement. Love and Rage is an es- 


oi* the growing resistance to this 
war. 

Instead we are struggling to pay 
the many bills that we have accu¬ 
mulated and have evpn missed 
deadlines for lack of funds. We have 
an opportunity at this moment to 



sential component in building such 
a wing, and we need your support 
now. 

The capitalist media is a part of 
the war machine. They lie about 
our actions. An alternative press is 
essential for providing accurate 
informatiqn about actions, for 
providing a forum for discussion of 
the many issues confronting the 
movement. 

Love and Rage has a circulation of 
only 3,000 and is only 16 pages 
long. If we had the money for print¬ 
ing, postage and other expenses, 
we could easily double both the 
circulation and the size of the 
■paper. We cbuld'^feirtflOTig'anas 
more people with better coverage 


build a strong and serious anti-au¬ 
thoritarian movement. We need a 
reliable monthly paper that can 
publish all the vital information that 
comes into our office and get it into 
the hands of all the people who 
want and need this information. 

Please help us. Your contribu¬ 
tions to Love and Rage are contribu¬ 
tions to building the kind of move¬ 
ment that can stop this rotten war 
and begin to bring down the insti¬ 
tutions that make war both possi¬ 
ble and inevitable. There are many 
ways you can help. 

Subscribe 

The'^&@6fa's'atesCT^1fB^9‘' 
covers the costs of printing and 


mailing. But subscription money is 
very important for our cash flow. If 
you value Love and Rage and have¬ 
n’t yet subscribed, do so today. We 
are in the midst of a subscription 
drive. We are trying to get 200 new 
paid subscriptions by March 1. 
Help us meet that goal. 

We provide free subscriptions to 
GIs and prisoners. As GI resistance 
increases and repression of the an¬ 
ti-war movement sends more peo¬ 
ple to prison the demand for these 
subscriptions will increase. By tak¬ 
ing out a paid subscription and 
making a donation to Love and 
Rage you enable us to reach these 
people. 

Pledge 

Most of the money that'pays for 
Love and Rage comes in the form of 
monthly pledges by activists and 
others who understand the impor¬ 
tance of a paper like Love and Rage. 
We’re not rich. Most of those pledg¬ 
es are $10 or $25 a month from peo¬ 
ple just like you, working cruddy 
jobs, but willing to find the extra 
money to support Love and Rage. 

But our pledges do not meet our 
expenses. We need more people to 
make a monthly pledge if we are to 
keep coming out and if we are to 
grow. Ask yourself what you can af¬ 
ford and send us your first pledge (it 
can be made out as a tax-deductible 
contribution to the Aspect Founda¬ 
tion if you prefer). We are trying to 
get 30 new $10 pledges by March 1. 
Help us now. 

Distribution 

Most of our circulation comes 
from people who purchase bundles 
of the paper and then either sell or 
give them away as they see fit. 
Bundles of 10 or more copies can be 
had for 35(t a copy. You can sell 
them all for a buck and put the extra 
money into a local project or send it 
along to us (we really do need it) or 
you can seU enough to cover your 
costs and give the rest away to peo¬ 
ple you think would benefit from 
^ Love and Rage. ^ • - 

Distributing Love and Rage in 



Governments Don’t Fall 


By Themselves 
Support Love and Rage 

If you like Love and Rage please help us get the paper around. 
Writing, producing, supporting and distributing Love and Rage is the 
work of a small but growing group of anarchist activists In over 20 
cities. We don’t pretend to have all the answers, we are learning as we 
go what It means to build an anarchist movement here and now. If you 
share our desire to build such a movement please join us. Love and 
Rage needs your help if it Is to grow and improve. 

Of course we need your financial support if we are to survive. So 
fill out the subscription form and make a monthly pledge as well. But 
we also need you participation. 

We want Love and Rage to carry coverage of events from across 
the continent and around the world. Your articles, photos, artwork and 
news clips are what make this paper what it is. Can you translate 
betweeen Spanish and English? Then we need your help. We need 
your comments and criticisms. What do you like? How can we make 
the paper better? also need contacts who can help us with particular 
articles, who can put up Love and Rage supporters who are on the 
road. 

If you want to get involved in setting the direction for Love and 
Rage come to our conferences and meetings. They are open to all 
sincere supporters of the project. If you want to get Involved In any of 
these ways, please fill out the form below. 

-Yes, I want to get Involved with Love and Rage. 

Name _ 

Address 


City 


State/Province 


Zip/Postal Code 


Country 


Phone( 


) 


_l would like to provide the following to Love and Rage: 

_Writing _Art 

_^T ranslatlons _Photos. 


your community, at actions, at gigs, 
or wherever, is a good way to build 
a local group if you don’t have one 
yet or if you are just getting started. 
It is a particiilariy effective'way’bf 
reaching out beyond your own cir¬ 


cle of friends and bring new people 
into anarchist activity. 

Whatever you can do to help 
Love and Rage come out biaaer. 
better and'iW ' 

the coming months will help us. 


LOVE AND RAGE ORGANIZING CONFERENCE 



Hey You! Come to the second annual Love and Rage conference. Every year there is a L&R 
conference at which supporters from across North America gather ro discuss and evaluate the project, 
and to set the direction for the coming year. The Editorial Council, the between conference descision 
making body, is elected by the conference, and a new production facilitator is chosen'for the 
Production GroOp for the next year. The conference this year will also include: issue workshops; 
regional meetings; changing of the L&R political statement; caucuses for womyn, queers,people of 
color, youth and others; discussion and development of action proposals; and more. 

Love and Rage Is a collective project, funded, written, produced, and distributed by a large and 
diverse group of revolutionary anarchists from across North America. Papers can be produced other 
ways, but the people Involved believe very strongly that the project should reflect, as much as 
possible, the many different styles and ideas within North American revolutionary anarchism, and the 
best way to do that is to produce the paper through an open and participatory process. 

You could stay at home the weekend of June 29th through July 1st and watch TV, or you could come 
to Minneapolis and help build a revolutionary anarchist political tendency. Love and Rage isn't perfect, but 
it never will be without the participation of the people who would like it to be. 

See you in Minneapolis! 


REGISTRATION 


If you are interested in attending the Love and Rage Organizing Conference, register now. We 
are asking for a sliding scasle fee(based on your ability to pay) of between $15 and $60 to help 
cover the costs of the conference. Housing and some food will be provided. No one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. 

Return this form to: Love and Rage Organizing Conference c/o 
RABL P.O Box 10854, Minneapolis, MN 55458-3854 
Name _ 

Address 


City 


State 




Country 


Phonef 


Local Group 


Number of people comlnafincludina voul 


Enclosed Is $_ 


to help with the conference. 


. I will need childcare. I have the following special needs. 
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Off war 


Unity and Division in the Anti-War Movement 


BY Wayne Price 

T he movement against 

us intervention in the gulf re¬ 
gion is growing rapidly, and 
one of its strengths is its political di¬ 
versity. People of differing views 
are working together: liberals and 
Leninists, reformists and 
revolutionaries, authoritarian left¬ 
ists and anarchists, pro-Zionists 
and anti-Zionists—all committed to 
opposing war in the Middle East. 
As I write, military preparations 
continue. By the time you read this, 
either war or—less likely—a negoti¬ 
ated "peace” may be in effect. 

At the same time, these differ¬ 
ences cause conflicts. There is, in 
particular, the scandal of two coali¬ 
tions calling two separate anti-in¬ 
tervention rallies in Washington in 
January—a week apart—which fol¬ 
lows on the left’s bad history of ma¬ 
nipulation, maneuvers, front groups 
and hidden agendas. 

There has been little serious dis¬ 
cussion of differences between the 
two different coalitions: the Nation¬ 
al Campaign for Peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East versus the Coalition to Stop 
US . Intervention in the Middle 
East. The National Campaign only 
says, "We condemn the Iraqi inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait, while the Coalition 
has not taken a position on this.” 


Resistance. 


{Guardian, 12/19/90) The Coalition 
charges “They (the Campaign) 
were divided on the issue of sup¬ 
port for sanctions against Iraq. . . 
while supporting UN resolutions 
and solutions.” (ibid.) Obviously 
these differences do not justify two 
demonstrations or even two dif¬ 
ferent coalitions. They do not even 
explain what the real dividing 
points are. 

The alternative to this manipula¬ 
tion is not to pretend that conflicts 
do not exist. Instead, the move¬ 
ment needs open discussion, hon¬ 
est debate — with no baiting or 
name-calling — and democratic de¬ 
cision-making. 

There are two main poles of opin¬ 
ion within the movement: the lib¬ 
eral, reformist pole, and the Marx- 
ist-Leninist, “revolutionary” but 
authoritarian, pole. This distinction 
somewhat fits the Campaign ver¬ 
sus Coalition split, but both coali¬ 
tions are broader and more mixed 
than this implies. Anarchist views 
are in contradiction to both tenden¬ 
cies — but anarchists can and do 
work with both. 

Liberals and the Democratic Party 

The liberal view can best be ap¬ 
proached by first looking outside 


the anti-intervention movement to 
the Democratic Party. Congression¬ 
al Democrats have criticized the 
Bush administration for moving 
"too fast” towards war, for "not giv¬ 
ing sanctions a chance.” They have 
paraded two former Chairmen of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and several 
former Secretaries of Defense be¬ 
fore congressional committees. 
These said that it would be wise, 
for military reasons, to wait to see if 
the blockade and the threat of war 
will force Saddam to retreat with¬ 
out the costs of actual fighting. 

For example, Massachusetts 
Senator John Kerry, from the liberal 
wing of the Democrats, a member 
of the Foreign Relations Commit¬ 
tee, said: ‘ ‘I know of no one who heis 
suggested that the threat of force 
should not be real and un- 
mistakeable. Whether it’s now or 
later, Saddam Hussein faces the 
same ultimate day of reckoning. 
But many of us are fighting to 
guarantee that we maintain con¬ 
sensus in this country so that 
should shooting start, the policy 
does not fall apart.” {New York 
Times, 12/11/90) 

From the start many Democratic 
liberals supported US war moves. 
Jesse Jackson announced that the 


Iraqis "must be driven back to the 
border” and that the US should be 
ready to “use military force, 
multilaterally or unilaterally.” 
{Guardian, 8/15/90) 

The Anti-War Liberals 

Unlike the Democratic politi¬ 
cians, the anti-war liberals really do 
oppose a gulf war. ("Liberals” here 
includes reform socialists, most 
pacifists, moderate Greens, and 
other believers in a reformist ap¬ 
proach.) However, many are drawn 
to the Democratic Party and one of 
their main strategies is to work 
through the Democrats, while 
pressuring the politicians with 
demonstrations. 

The anti-war program of most 
liberals is usually a watered-down 
version of the Democrats’ program, 
which in turn is to continue doing 
what the US is doing without mov¬ 
ing into overt war — yet. Liberals 
are for economic sanctions but not 
the naval blockade — or for the 
blockade but not for the US military 
expedition—or for US military pro¬ 
vided they are under “UN com¬ 
mand.” They are for the UN resolu¬ 
tions or most of them. They hope for 
“negotiations” — between Bush 
and Saddam, among the Arab 


rulers, or at the UN —to solve 
everything. 

Sanctions and naval blockades 
are acts of war, and are part of the 
US war preparations. And what if 
they fail? Does war then become 
"justified”? 

It is hard to see how anyone 
could oppose the US by looking to 
the UN at this point. The UN is an 
association of national govern¬ 
ments, reflecting their own ruling 
classes. The needs of the oppressed 
majority of the world are some¬ 
times indirectly reflected through 
the UN—in resolutions on Namibia 
or Palestine, for example—but such 
resolutions have no real force, 
no real force. 

Right now, with the collapse of 
the Soviet Empire, the US has no 
real counterweight, and can 
dominate the, UN. The UN resolu¬ 
tions on the Gulf have been impor¬ 
tant in selling the US intervention 
to the US and world population. A 
similarly useful role has been 
played by the multi-national armed 
, forces there, even though the vast 
majority are U.S. troops. A "multi¬ 
national UN military force” would 
just be a repeat of the Korean war, 
where the US waged a war on an 
oppressed people under a UN flag. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Those in power have already de¬ 
cided that they can safely ignore 
such limits on behavior as ethics, 
fairness or reason—if they had not, 
this war would not be happening— 
through their every action, the rul- 
mg class shows their ruthless self- 
interest (which, it might be added, 
is itself a product of the social 
order). 

Since logic and justice do not 
encumber their thoughts in 
domestic policy, there is little 
reason to suppose that they will in 
foreign affairs. The only way that 
domestic protest can stop this war 
is by threatening the security of the 
ruling class’s privilege and power. 

The Causes of War 

Wars are blamed on geo-politics, 
and the "crazy” or "imacceptable” 
actions of world leaders who 
"threaten the world order.” Yet ac¬ 
tions identical to those termed "in¬ 
sane” are financed, supported, and 
led in many places by the very peo¬ 
ple who denounce them in others. 
It is clear that while geo-politics 
may be a pretext for war, the true 
cause of war is the desire on the 
part of those in power (on both 
sides of the conflict) to expand or 
strengthen their positions, power, 
and prestige. 

There are groups of individuals 
who have the power to decide the 
fates of others—either through the 
political machinations of law and 
war, or the continuation of systems 
of control and domination like ra¬ 
cism and sexism. ’This ruling elite is 
selective in its horror at the 
compromises of "democracy” and 
“freedom” — it chooses its wars 
carefully, selecting only those 
which serve its interests and work 
to further solidify its position of con¬ 
trol. 

This war only reinforces Ran¬ 
dolph Bourne’s assertion that "War 
is the health of the state.” Yet war 
will not end when this government 
is voted out, or even when this form 
of government is disposed of, be¬ 
cause those who hold power over 
others—through any system of op¬ 
pression — will always seek to en¬ 
sure their position, by violence if 

necessary. 


Clearly, then, war will only end 
when there is no “power over,” 
when there is true freedom, indivi¬ 
dual autonomy and collective self¬ 
management. Through the anti¬ 
war movement and other acts of 
revolt and resistance, we are 
attempting to undermine and over¬ 
throw the systems which oppress 

us/ ' ■ ■ ^ : 

What Kind of Anti-War Movement 

This war wiU only end when one 
of two things happens: either the 
ruling elite wiU decide that its inter¬ 
ests have been furthered, that is, 
that "we” have "won”; or when the 
same ruling elite becomes convinc¬ 
ed that the costs of war are unac¬ 
ceptably high for them. 

If we can raise the costs of this 
war for those who favor it,, this war 
wiU end. If we can make it clear that 
the continuation of this war will 
create a political situation that 
threatens to go beyond the control 
of those in power, we will force 
them to end the war. 

Militant demonstrations and ac¬ 
tions that defy the police and ex¬ 
pose the vulnerability of the sys¬ 
tem, the accelerated breakdown in 
any faith in authority, massive non¬ 
cooperation with conscription, and 
resistance in the ranks of the armed 
forces all raise the costs of the war 
by threatening the institutions of 
control in this society. 

Of course, we hope that the situa¬ 
tion really does get out of the con¬ 
trol of those in power. Further, not 
everyone working in the anti-war 
movement shares this analysis, and 
for the moment we can work on 
ending the killing and dying in the 
Middle East with an imderstanding 
that raising the costs of the war 
brings its end that much closer. 

It is important to note that mili¬ 
tancy is not necessarily a goal in 
and of itself, but is an expression of 
the spirit of resistance and revolt 
that many experience when they 
confront both the systems of domi¬ 
nation which are used in a continu¬ 
ing attempt to control their lives, 
and the people who control those 
systems. 

At the same time, it’s important 
to remember that people become 
radicalized through experiences 
which speak to their personal 


experience of domination and resis¬ 
tance; the goal of militancy should 
be to encourage people to make the 
connections between different 
kinds of oppression which lead to a 
radical view of the world, and a will¬ 
ingness to break the bounds of "ac¬ 
ceptable” behavior in the struggle 
for heedpm. 

Working for this limited go^ may 
not immediately bring about the 
revolution we seek, but it will ena¬ 
ble millions of people to realize their 
power and their agency. Millions 
learning that they are capable of 
nmning their own lives —certainly 
more capable than anyone else— 
and learning that they can disagree 
with, defy, and fight those in 
power, is definitely a step in the 
right direction. 

However, these same millions 
learning that it is better to listen to 
those in power in the anti-war 
movement is a step in the wrong 
direction. 

A Democratic Movement 

Anarchists need to demand and 
work towards an anti-war move¬ 
ment that is democratic. Authori¬ 
tarian social relations are imaccep- 
table everywhere, whether at 
home, in school, or in the anti-war 
movement. If we believe that the 
experience of stopping a war may 
radicalize people, then we should 
work to ensure that the experience 
is truly radical. That can only be 
true in a movement which is 
democratically controlled by, and 
accountable to, its members. Coali¬ 
tions must be open and the selec¬ 
tion of decision making bodies 
must be left to open meetings eind 
conferences of the movement. 

An Anti-Racist Movement 

'This is a racist war. It is a war that 
will be fought disproportionately 
by African-Americans and other 
people of color. So, if this movement 
is to be inclusive of those who aire 
most directly affected by the war it 
must be an explicitly anti-racist 
movement. This means a lot more 
than just adding anti-racist slogans 
to our leaflets and banners. It 
means making our organizations 
and coalitions authentically multi¬ 
racial by building real alliances be¬ 
tween existing predominantly 


white peace organizations and or¬ 
ganizations rooted in communities 
of color. It also means that there 
needs to be aggressive affirmative 
action in the selection of decision¬ 
making bodies for our coalitions to 
ensure that the work of coalitions is 
rooted in the struggles of com¬ 
munities of color. 

An Anti-Imperialist Movement 

The war in the Middle East is 
an imperialist war. It is rooted in the 
imperialist nature of the United 
States government. It is not a "mis¬ 
take,” but rather the inevitable con¬ 
sequence of the kind of system the 
world lives under. The US Empire is 
seeking to further establish itself as 
the sole military protector of a 
world order based on the super-ex¬ 
ploitation of the poorest countries 
by major industrial powers. 

'The effectiveness of the anti-war 
movement depends in large part on 
how clearly it imderstands the na¬ 
ture of the system it is up against. 
Anarchists need to work for an ex¬ 
plicitly anti-imperialist anti-war 
movement that sees the connection 
between US aggression in the Mid¬ 
dle East, the system of Apartheid, 
and the crushing of the national 
movements within the Soviet Em¬ 
pire. 

A Movement of Resistance 

'This movement must be a move¬ 
ment of resistance. We resist the 
state’s power and the state’s war. 
We will resist a draft, and we will 
resist domestic war-time repres¬ 
sion. Resistance is many people’s 
immediate reaction to this war, and 
it differs substantively from reform. 
This movement will have to em¬ 
brace a variety of tactics, to allow 
everyone to express their resis¬ 
tance and their outrage — and to 
allow these to develop. 

A Secure Movement 

Movement security is an impor¬ 
tant issue. Another lesson of the 
60s (and 70s and 80? and 90s) is the 
reality of domestic counter-insur¬ 
gency programs which employ 
electronic eavesdropping technolo¬ 
gy, counter-intelligence, disruptive 
mis-information, and provocateurs, 
among other tactics, to disrupt, 
discredit, and destroy opposition to 


US government policies and ac¬ 
tions. 

Brian Glick documents this and 
provides ideas for reducing and 
avoiding the impact of these pro¬ 
grams in his excellent book The 
War At Home; it is must reading for 
aU activists. We need to be cautious 
with our words, our confidences, 
and our actions. We should take 
care not to incriminate ourselves in 
any way, or open ourselves up to 
infiltration or attack; nor should we 
allow fear and suspicion to domi¬ 
nate us: caution is the by-word, not 
coma. 

At the same time, we should 
avoid stupid and divisive quarrels 
with other activists, as it is exactly 
such small divisions that counter¬ 
insurgency operations seek to ex¬ 
ploit, often leading to the destruc¬ 
tion of groups and movements, jail- 
ings, and deaths of activists. We 
should never ignore or down-play 
serious political differences, or the 
crucial need for debate, but we 
should avoid name-calling and pet¬ 
ty squabbles which serve only to di¬ 
vide the movement, and not to fur¬ 
ther our ideas and ideals. 

Anarchy and 
the Anti-War Movement 

Anarchists are involved in the an¬ 
ti-war movement for a variety of 
reasons, from anger and horror to 
fear and outrage. What sets anar¬ 
chists apart as a group distinct from 
the rest of the movement is our 
commitment to a revolution based 
on our critique of systems of hierar¬ 
chy and domination. We are fight¬ 
ing the war because we want it 
to end; however, we also under¬ 
stand that the war, and the resis¬ 
tance it generates create openings 
for the destruction of the existing 
social order, which makes war both 
possible and inevitable. 

As Alexander Berkman said, 
“Revolution is simply the boiling 
point of evolution.” Revolution 
takes place when the existing so¬ 
cial order collapses from a combina¬ 
tion of internal and external pres¬ 
sures, and other forces compete to 
establish a new order. This new 
order, if a revolution were to take 
place tomorrow, would likely be 

(Continued on page 12) 
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oil war 


It is similarly mistaken to call for 
“negotiations.” Negotiations 
among nation states always reflect 
the balance of power among them. 
For the U.S. right now this includes 
its military build-up in Saudi 
Arabia. To focus on negotiations is 
to call for the U.S. to be more wily in 
using its threatening military 
power; that is aU. 

No doubt the final outcome of the 
Gulf conflict win be ratified through 
some negotiations — whether as a 
victory for one side, or some sort of 
stalemate. But the job of an anti-war 
movement is not to teU an aggres¬ 
sor government how to negotiate. 
It is to build up as much pressure as 
we can to help force that govern¬ 
ment to stop the war. 

The Statist Anti-Imperialist 
Wing of the Movement 

Opposition to US imperialism is 
generally not a problem for the 
revolutionary-statist left, by whom 
I mean most Marxist-Leninist par¬ 
ties (MLs), as well as most Black na¬ 
tionalists, as well as other na¬ 
tionalist movements. These group¬ 
ings want a revolution of some sort 
which would smash the existing 
bureaucratic-military state of US 
capitalist imperialism. 

The actual practice of this 
tendency is often the same as the 
liberals. For example, during the 
last two presidential primaries, 
most MLs and nationalists strongly 
supported Jesse Jackson. Also, 


their anti-intervention organizing 
rarely targets the Democrats as be- 
ing as much enemies as the 
Republicans. 

Further, their anti-imperialism is 
directed mostly against Western 
imperialism. They have generally 
been supporters of Russian im¬ 
perialism; they supported the Rus¬ 
sian invasion of Afghanistan, and 
are mostly sorry to see the Soviet 
withdrawal from its colonies in 
Eastern Europe. 

Unfortunately, the issue of anti¬ 


the US deployment is about agres¬ 
sion and international law...” 
(“Condemning Iraq helps US war 
plans,” by M. Ratner and W. 
Schaap, Guardian, 10/24/90) Or in 
other words, if even the anti-war 
movement says Iraq is wrong, then 
people will decide Bush is right af¬ 
ter all. 

What is wrong with this argu¬ 
ment is that people already know 
that Iraq is a dictatorship which has 
annexed its neighbor. Although 
President Bush says so, it happens 


able to say that Iraqi aggression is 
wrong. 

“In the long term and larger his¬ 
torical picture, the invasion may 
Well be seen as an attempt by a 
Third World country to control 
Third World resources . . . (and) 
may also be a historic step in the 
ultimate demise of the incredibly 
undemocratic sheikdom sys¬ 
tem ...” (ibid.) 

By such arguments any crime 
can be excused. The dead soldiers 
on both sides do not care about 


existing state with a new state: a 
one-party dictatorship, without 
rights for any opposition, without 
independent unions, and with a 
state-capitalist economy—owned 
by the state, not the workers, and 
run top down, not bottom up. They 
imagine that this will be a benevo¬ 
lent, pro-worker dictatorship, but it 
would actually be another state- 
capitalist dictatorship. 

There is a wide variety of ML 
groupings: Trotskyists, Stalinists, 
Maoists, pro-Moscow communists, 
and others yet unknown. 
Revolutionary anarchists have a 
negative agreement with them: 
MLs and anarchists are both 
against the US imperialist state, but 
we disagree over what should 
replace it—a new dictatorship or a 
cooperative, self-managing free 
community. 


"There are two main poles of opinion within the 
movement. .. Anarchist views are in contradiction to 
both—but anarchists can and do work with both. ” 


imperialism has become expressed 
in a debate about whether to con¬ 
demn the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
It seems a simple matter to me to 
say that it was wrong of Iraq to in¬ 
vade and armex Kuwait. Whatever 
grievances the Hussein regime 
had, they did not justify the mass 
slaughter of war. 

But many oppose such a simple 
condemnation; this is the view of 
Ramsey Clark and others. The main 
argument is that criticizing Iraq 
plays into the hands of the US: 
“Making criticism of Iraq a priority 
... gives legitimacy to the belief that 


to be true. The movement will not 
impress people by denying reality. 
And people are right to condemn 
aggression—anti-imperialist senti¬ 
ment is built on that condemna- 
tion.We win people over by poin¬ 
ting out the one-sided nature of 
Bush’s “condemnation” of inva¬ 
sion, not by being one-sided and 
hypocritical ourselves. 

It is correct to make a distinction 
between Iraq and the US, and to ex¬ 
pose the imperialist goals of the 
US. It is correct to reject sanctions, 
reliance on the UN or “negotia¬ 
tions.” But it is also important to be 


Iraq’s “motivations.” The Kuwaitis 
who have lost self-determination 
do not care about “arguable 
claims.” Jailed Kuwaiti democrats 
do not care that their torturers are 
modem state “socialists” instead of 
old-fashioned sheiks. 

The appeal to the “longer term 
and larger historical picture” is a 
classic Marxist approach: the broad 
sweep of the Historical Process is 
used to excuse mass murder and vi¬ 
cious aggression: Most Marxist- 
Leninists advocate a social system 
more-or-less similar to what exists 
in Iraq. They want to replace the 


Build an Anarchist 
Wing of the Movement 

An anti-intervention movement 
which remains dominated by liber¬ 
als and Leninists will be sterile. It 
would be a grave mistake for anar¬ 
chists to withdraw into our own lit¬ 
tle movement. On the contrary, this 
is a great opportunity for us to reach 
out and win over militants from 
many different backgrounds. We 
can only do this if we are both mili¬ 
tant and non-sectarian: being will¬ 
ing to work with anyone while 
sticking to our principles. 


ANARCHIST TACTICS AT LARGE ACTIONS 


A S EVENTS AT HOME AND 
around the world become 
increasingly turbulent, anar¬ 
chists find themselves engaging in 
more street actions than ever be¬ 
fore. The war in the Persian Gulf 
has brought about a series of mass 
demonstrations organized by vari¬ 
ous leftist anad liberal groups. Rev¬ 
olutionary anarchists have organ¬ 
ized themselves to bring an anti-au¬ 
thoritarian element to these dem¬ 
onstrations in hopes of laying the 
groundwork for rapid social change 
in an anarchist direction. 

It is necessary for us to under¬ 
stand how to protect ourselves from 
police violence and arrests during 
these demonstrations. Many of the 
people joining the anarchist contin¬ 
gents have little or no experience in 
dealing with police. The purpose of 
this leaflet is to share the know¬ 
ledge we have on this subject with 
all those who wiU be participating 
in anarchist contingents. 

Affinity Groups 

One of the most effective tactics 
we can use to protect ourselves 
from violence in a street action is to 
organize ourselves into affinity 
groups: small groups of people who 
all know and trust each other. A 
buddy system can be used within 
larger affinity groups as a second 
level of protection. 

It is important to stick with your 
group from your arrival at the dem¬ 
onstration site until you leave and 
and are a safe distance away. A 
common tactic employed by the po¬ 
lice is to target specific demonstra¬ 
tors and nab them when they are 
leaving without the protection of a 
mass of people. It is the responsibil¬ 
ity of affinity group members to 
watch out for each other and to in¬ 
tervene if an affinity group member 
is targeted by police or anyone else. 

-Unarrest 

The term unarrest is self-explana¬ 
tory. The authorities refer to it by 
terms such as "iilterfering with gov¬ 
ernment administration.” Think of 
it as preventing the abduction of 
friends by armed and dangerous in¬ 
dividuals. 

Many attempted arrests can be 
successfully resisted if people are 
prepared to carry out an unarrest. 
There are two essential elements to 


a successful unarrest. First, the 
arrestee needs to struggle to get 
free and to prevent the police from 
dragging her away from the crowd. 
Second, the crowd needs to grab 
the arrestee and free her from the 
police. AU of this usuaUy takes place 
in a matter of seconds. Often it 


turns into a tug of war that can easi¬ 
ly be won by a determined crowd. 
Unarrest can save alot of people alot 
of grief, and it reaUy does work! 

Hiding Your Identity 

Many people think that they 


have gotten away clean if they can 
leave a demonstration without be¬ 
ing arrested. This is simply not the 
case. Police videotape any large 
and/or militant demonstrations. 
Hiding your identity by using a ski 
mask, balaklava, or bandana, offers 
effective protection against police 


and FBI identificatiori. Law 
enforcement personnel review vi¬ 
deotapes and may use them as evi¬ 
dence during trials. Covering up 
your identity wiU protect you dur¬ 
ing and ^er a demonstration. If the 
police can only describe you as one 


of a hundred people wearing black 
clothing and a mask it makes it diffi¬ 
cult for them to make arrests and 
successfuUy prosecute demonstra¬ 
tors. 

Black Bloc 

The Black Bloc is a tactic that ori¬ 


ginated in Europe and has been us¬ 
ed successfuUy iri places like Berlin 
where militant resistance to the 
power structure has been going on 
longer than in most other western 
cities. The'Black Bloc is essentiaUy a 
group of anarchists linking arms, 
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forming rows and moving as one. 

When it is appropriate or when 
resources permit the organization 
of a Black Bloc can be more ambi¬ 
tious. Ropes can be run along the 
sides of the bloc to prevent the po- 
Uce fibm picking people off the edg* 
es. People in the front and back 
rows and on the edges of the bloc 
can wear pads, helmets and other 
protective gear. 

AU of this prevents police from 
getting inside the demonstration 
where they can identify organizers 
and single out individuals they ac¬ 
cuse of being disruptive of their at¬ 
tempts to contain and control the 
action. 

The Black Bloc can also be a 
launching point for direct actions 
against appropriate targets along a 
march route. The bloc opens and 
closes to let people out and in so 
they can carry out actions and es¬ 
cape the poUce. 

Just because there is a Black Bloc 
it should not be presumed that 
there wiU be miUtant direct action. 
Depending on the circumstances, 
the Black Bloc can just march as a 
demonstration of the fact that we 
are prepared for action when it is 
demanded. 

Provocateurs 

Strangers who approach the 
demonstrators and encourage 
them to engage in acts that can lead 
to arrest, such an offering the mak¬ 
ings of a molotov cocktail, are either 
stupid or are poUce agents. Ignore 
them. Some people go around 
spreading rumors. At one 
demonstration there were people 
spreading a rumor that Iraq had 
bombed Mecca. Another was that 
the draft had been announced and 
would start in five days. It is not 
wise to react to unconfirmed 
reports. 

Conclusion 

The poUce refer to their duties at 
demonstrations as “crowd con¬ 
trol. ’ ’ If we bebave as a.crowd their 
methods will be successful at 
controlling us. Only thrgugh 
organization and planning can we 
out-maneuver the authorities and 
get our message across when and 
. where we choose. 

BY Autonomous Anarchist Action 
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Vancouver Squats Squashed 



Vancouver squatters leave destroyed homes. 


preparation. The protest then 
moved back up to Hastings, and 
prior to reaching Granville St., 
about 8 motorcycle cops arrived 
and attempted to cordon off the 
demo, bumping into people in the 
rear and hitting others who got in 
their way along the side of the 
demo. 

Here, the demonstrators, now 
numbering betwee n 30-40, 
became more organized, linking 
arms and not allowing the cops to 
stop the demo or to intimidate 
them. The determination of the 
demonstrators to continue the 
demo to the point where they had 
decided it would end, and not to 
allow the police to send them back 
on the "legal” domain of the side¬ 
walk, was an important and em¬ 
powering process. 

Also important was the minor 
property damage/disturbance that 
developed a militancy that gave 
direction to people’s anger. The 
demo itself was strong and 
relatively coherent. It was mobile 
to prevent police build-up, many 
people were masked, and had pre¬ 
parations been made beforehand, 
many actions against the police 
and financial targets could have 
occurred. Most of all, the march 
was needed to regain some power 
after the police assault on Novem¬ 
ber 27. 


AT 9 A.M. ON TUESDAY, NO- 
vember 27, over 80 riot po- 
^ ^lice including the Emergen¬ 
cy Response Team, the ROMP 
bomb squad, a helicopter, dog 
teams, fire trucks, and two earth 
moving tractors were deployed at 
the 1600-block of Frances St. in 
Vancouver’s East-End. Their tar¬ 
gets were 6 squatted houses, occu¬ 
pied since February 1990. 

Surrounding three of the houses 
were 6-foot high barricades, and in¬ 
side were a group of squatters who 
had erected the barricades against 
an expected eviction of their 
homes. A Supreme.Court order for 
eviction had passed on November 
23. Squatters and supporters had 
also erected barricades on Frances 
St. and the alley behind the houses. 

After 5 hours of negotiations 
with the police, the barricades 
were dismantled with an agree¬ 
ment that there would be no police 
action until November 26. On that 
day, squatters again set up barri¬ 
cades, this time around three of the 
houses, also securing the inside of 
one of the houses. 

During the November 23 negoti¬ 
ations, police stated they would 
notify the media and the squatters 
before any police action, and would 
indicate how they would act. 
However, it wasn’t only the squat¬ 
ters who used the extra time to 
organize, but also the police. 

The massive para-military action, 
with an arsenal of automatic wea¬ 
pons and tear gas, was put into ef¬ 
fect with the pretext, fabricated by 
the police, that a "new criminal ele¬ 
ment” now armed with three shot¬ 
guns and two handguns had mov¬ 
ed into the squats. The fabrication 
included "reliable sources” and an 
alleged "ex-squatter” who saw the 
weapons. The very existence of 
such a person cannot be verified 
and is suspect at best. Police state¬ 
ments, faithfully reproduced by the 
media, were clearly part of a con¬ 
structed counterinsurgency pro¬ 
gram that aimed to isolate and 
criminalize the squatters, 
ters. 

According to Vancouver Police 
Department spokesperson. Bob 
Cooper: "It’s not a social housing or 
a squatting issue anymore...We are 
now faced with a group of criminals 
who have stockpiled weapons in a 
house. We’ve received reliable 
information that the original group 
has been taken over by people who 
could care less about social hous¬ 
ing. They have expressed a desire 
to kiU a policeman.” 

In fact, no firearms have been 
found despite extensive police 
searches. It’s difficult to find materi¬ 
al that doesn’t exist! The most 
police can produce are canisters of 
gasoline (used to ignite fires, plainly 
carried around on Nov. 23), buckets 
of rocks, lightbulbs filled with 
paint, and some molotov cocktails. 
Hardly justification for the ERT 
assault and snipers on rooftops. 

The people behind the barri¬ 
cades had not changed, but police 


clearly had to justify their own shift 
in tactics from Nov. 23 to Nov. 27. 
Adding to the ‘ ‘militant criminal an¬ 
archist” angle, members of the 
bomb squad were called in, in case 
of "booby traps,” and houses in a 
two-block radius were evacuated. 

As people gathered around the 
police perimeter, targeted in¬ 
dividuals were arrested or allowed 
to cross police lines and then ar¬ 
rested. During the seven hour seige 
several hundred people gathered 
around the area, most supportive of 
the squatters, chanting "Troops 
Out of East Van” and "Housing is a 
Right,” and yelling warnings to the 
squatters whenever members of 
the ERJ^oy^d tow^dj^em, 

EventuaQy, jpolice lines adviced'' 
towards the barricades with heavy 
machinery and arrested eight peo¬ 
ple. Four other squatters withdrew 
into the barricaded house, which 
police then demolished using 
heavy machinery. After this 
assault, the four remaining squat¬ 
ters emerged waving their fists and 
maintained their defiance in the 
face of cops armed with automatic 
rifles pointed at them. 

In total, 27 people were arrested. 
Many were subjected to physical 
assaults during their capture and 
while in custody. By November 29, 
all had been released. 12 were 
charged with mischief and obstruc¬ 
tion of justice. The rest were not 
charged at all. Prisoners were told 
the investigation was "ongoing” 
and further charges could be laid. 

While in custody, prisonps were 
shown surveillance photographs 
for no other reason than to indicate 


that the police “knew everything” 
and to intimidate the prisoners. Of 
course, the police themselves 
didn’t have to go too far for 
photographs and videotapes, as 
ioumahsts not only reprinted the in¬ 
nuendos put forward by the cops, 
but clearly acted as intelligence 
gatherers for them. 

The days following the para¬ 
military assault saw a liberal out¬ 
pouring from tenants-rights 
groups, community "leaders,” as 
well as trade unionists denouncing 
the extent of the police operation 
and demanding an inquiry. Even 
"progressive” members of the Van¬ 
couver city council participated in 
thisf ‘ ‘atmck ^g^ olice,; ’ .while 
also coilaborating unanimously to 
declare the evicted houses a "pub¬ 
lic nuisance” and pass a special 
demolition permit. 

With this, the houses were 
demolished on November 29, 
despite the fact that some of the 
squatters still had possessions in 
the houses, and despite the fact 
that some of the houses were still 
inhabitable. In fact, only 2 of the 6 
houses had received heavy 
damage. 

One of the main demands of the 
squatters had been to occupy the 
houses until demolition day. A few 
squatters who had stored their 
belongings in a comrade’s bus, 
which was raided by the police, 
found money and other items miss¬ 
ing. 

Police Repression 
Builds Our Resistance 

It was important that the police 


action of November 27 did not in¬ 
timidate the growing resistance in 
Vancouver, that the people did not 
retreat back into the safety of their 
houses, or friends’ houses. 

So on November 29 a strong, 
angry protest was held. Gathering 
at Grandview park in the East-End, 
well over 100 people marched to 
the 1600 block of Frances, where 
some squatters made speeches on 
their determination to fight on and 
continue squatting. From here the 
demo proceeded towards the 
downtown area, blocking traffic, 
with a banner in front which read 
"Police Repression Builds Our 
Resistance.” 

,On the route, an agitated driver 
tried to drive through the demo, 
nearly injuring a comrade, and was 
quickly set upon, escaping with a 
few dents. 

The second stop for the demo 
was the main target of the people’s 
rage: the Vancouver Police Depart¬ 
ment station. The main entrance 
was blocked and police inside, 
clearly intimidated, locked the 
doors and called in more officers. A 
police car outside was attacked, but 
because there was no preparation 
beforehand, people lacked the 
necessary tools to do real damage 
such as paint, iron bars, etc. Before 
the cops could organize or call in 
more officers, the demo moved 
downtown through the tourist- 
trendy Gastown area. 

Here people became bolder, and 
some began knocking over postal 
and newspaper boxes—but again, 
higher levels of property damage 
were stopped by the lack of 


Conclusion 

With their overt repression, the 
police hoped to break people 
down, to stop a growing radicali- 
zation amongst the squatters. But 
instead, the opposite has oc¬ 
curred, repression has radicalized 
people even more. The experienc¬ 
es at the hands of the police, the 
discussions in the jail, the 
surveillance the police openly 
displayed, the fabrication used to 
militarily attack the squats, have in 
many ways contributed to a pro¬ 
cess the police had clearly hoped 
to curtail. 

There is also a continuing 
hai^ssm^t^pf ^ p^epff l^ includm 
blatant police presence around 
people’s homes, and the very real 
threat of police raids as police con¬ 
tinue their "search” for weapons. 
In fact, one house was raided in 
conjunction with the police assault 
on November 27 under the pretext 
that the person, a relative of one of 
those arrested, was a "weapons 
dealer.” 

The parallels to the confronta¬ 
tion between the Mohawks and 
the Canadian government in Oka, 
Quebec have not been missed; the 
extreme offensive launched by the 
state, the criminalization of resis¬ 
tance, and the counterinsurgency 
techniques, have all occurred in a 
common pattern. When people 
struggle collectively, and fight to¬ 
gether, they gain power and devel¬ 
op possibilities for fighting back, 
for fighting back. 

FROM Resistance 



Love end Rage is a monthly anarchist nev\rapap6r ih- 
tended to foster revolutionary anti-authoritarian activ¬ 
ism in North America. We will provide coverage of so¬ 
cial struggles, world events, anarchist actions and cul^. 
tures of resistance. We will support the struggles of op¬ 
pressed people around the world for control over their 
own lives. Anarchy offers the broadest possible cri¬ 
tique of domination, making possible a framework for 
unity in all struggles for liberation. We seek to under¬ 
stand the systems we live tmder for ourselves and re¬ 
ject any prepackaged ideology. Anarchism is a living 
body of theory and practice connected directly to the 
lived experiences of oppressed people fighting for 
their own liberation. We anticipate the constant and 
radical revision of our ideas as a necessary part of any 
revolutionary process. 

Love end Rage is revolutionary. 

We support the overthrow of all forms of authoritari¬ 
an social relations and the oration of a society based 
on cooperation, solidarity and mutual aid. We recog¬ 
nize that social revolution can only be made by the opp 
pressed majority of hrimanity in a movement that they 
control themselves. We support the use of whatever 
means are necessary to emancipate humanity and 
bring an end to the war, poverty, himger and misery 
generated by the existing system. We support the 
emergence of a fighting movement as a step toward 
making the social revolution. 

Love and Rage Is antl'Statfst. 

We oppose all States whether they call themselves 
capitalist or communist. 


Love end Rage it antl-otpif alltt. 

We support all efforts to overthrow all forms of class 
rule and state power. We support strikes and other 
forms of workers struggle for control of the means of 
production. 

Love and Rage it anti-racist. 

We fight against white supremacy and work for the 
creation of societies that respect cultural divennty. We 
support the self-determination of Mexicans, Chicanos, 
Native Americans and other oppressed groups. We 
recognize the special oppression of African-Americans 
since slavery to the present and fight for the liberation 
and self-determination of Black people in the U.S. We 
fight the resurgence of anti-Asian and anti-Arab rac¬ 
ism. We take front rank in the fight against racist skin¬ 
head, klan, nazi and cop terror. 

Love and Rage Is antl-lmperiallat. 

We support the right of self-determination of nation¬ 
alities oppressed by the various forms of imperialism. 
We fight to get the US. out of Central America, Puerto 


Rico and aU other lands. We support the destruction of 
the US. Federal State. We support the destruction of 
the Soviet Empire and the liberation of im peoples. We 
are for the destruction of Apartheid, the IMF, World 
Bank, multi-national corporations and other forms of 
imperialism. 

Lova and Rag# Is antl-saxiat. 

We are for the liberation and self-determirration of all 
womyn. We are fighters against patriarchy and for the 
empowerment of womyn. This means, mirrimally, un- 
cpisstionable reproductive freedom for all womyn re^ 
gardless of race or economic status and a world free of 
sexist violence. We recogni 2 » that the oppression of 
womyn is necessary to the continued functioning of 
the Stale. TheState will not solve our problems. Our lib¬ 
eration lies in the overthrow of the State. 

Lova and Raga supports Lasbian, Blaffacttonata (Blsaxual) 
andQayllbaratlon. 

We reject the compulsory heterosexuality of the pa¬ 
triarchal family, and support attempts to foster a diver¬ 


sity of consensual human relationships and sexuality. 

Low and Raga will support tha struggles of youth against 
thair spaolfic oi^Hasslon. 

Love and Rage makes a special effort to provide a 
platform foryouth. We recognize that the revolutionary 
future lies with the youth. 

Lova and Raga supports tha struggle against tha domina¬ 
tion of tha natural world. 

We recognize that the current industrial order, built 
on the exploitation of the planet and its inhabitants, 
has given rise to an ecological crisis that threatens the 
very survival of lifeon the planet. We support the move¬ 
ments that resist further destruction of the planet. We 
see the need for the revolutionary transformation of 
our relations with the planet and the species on it. We 
want to stop and reverse the destruction of the wilder¬ 
ness, We want to stop and reverse the poisoning of the 
air, land and water We are against the exploitation of 
animals in factory farming and testing systems. We op¬ 
pose the attacks by the State on the animal liberation 
movement. 

This statement does not attempt to include all issues 
of concern to anarchists and anti-authoritarians, nor 
does Love and JRage pretend to fully imderstand, or be 
fully united on, all issues. We do not purport to repre- 
aent the fun spectrum of diversity in the contemporary 
anarchist movement. We will not shy away from con¬ 
troversy. We win always seek the input of our readers 
and other activists in our efrorts to advance both our 
own imderstandlng and that of the movements we 
serve. 
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T he question of organi- 

zation is the most pressing 
matter facing the anarchist 
movement in North America today. 
These times offer great opportuni¬ 
ties for the advance of anarchist ide¬ 
as. But the anarchist movement 
lacks the necessary organization to 
take advantage of these opportuni¬ 
ties. Whenever anarchists get toge¬ 
ther to discuss the future direction 
of the movement, the question of 
organization comes up. New local 
groups, networks and federations 
seem to spring up and collapse 
with dizzying frequency. 

A recent Youth Greens confer¬ 
ence debated a proposal to try to 
launch a continental anarchist or¬ 
ganization. A similar proposal was 
circulated by Mike Kohihoff, now 
with the Workers Solidarity Alli¬ 
ance and Anarchist Labor Network, 
prior to the San Francisco Anarchist 
Gathering in 1989. Critics of Love 
and Rage have attacked the 
newspaper for its promotion of an 
organized and militant movement. 

These efforts reflect the deeply 
felt need for anarchist organization. 
But they will continue to stumble 
over the same obstacles imless we 
begin now the discussion of anar¬ 
chist organization that must pre¬ 
cede any serious attempt to build 
such an organization. 

This article is the first in a short 
series that will try to address the 
practical and political issues involv¬ 
ed in building a revolutionary anar¬ 
chist organization. This series will 
consist of several articles. The first 
article will look generally at the 
state of organization within the an¬ 
archist movement in North Ameri¬ 
ca and some of the political ques¬ 
tions involved in building a net¬ 
work of cofhrmtted anarchist adfi 
vists. The second article wiU speak 
to some of the practical activities in¬ 
volved in building such a network. 
The third article will focus on 
building local revolutionary anar¬ 
chist collectives. The fourth article 
will address the general question of 
building a revolutionary anarchist 
organization in North America. 

Anarchy and Organization 

Before talking about building an 
anarchist network it is important to 
address the general question of an¬ 
archist organization. Anarchist ac¬ 
tivists are often confronted with 
the question: “Isn’t anarchist or¬ 
ganization a contradiction in 
terms?’’ Of course it isn’t, but anar¬ 
chists do have a very thoroughgo¬ 
ing critique of how existing organi¬ 
zations serve to perpetuate the 
authoritarian social relations we 
seek to overthrow. 

Anarchism is not opposed to or¬ 
ganization per se, but rather to a 
specific type of organization: the 
authoritarian and hierarchical 
structures that characterize most of 
the society we live in. As anar¬ 
chists, we understand that our lives 
are lived socially, and that organiza¬ 
tion is necessary for our survival. 
All sorts of our needs and desires 
can only be met through the coor¬ 
dinated activity of people. People 
naturally come together and find 
ways to distribute tasks amongst 
themselves to meet their common 
aspirations. What we, as anar¬ 
chists, object to, is the subjugation 
of a group of people’s needs to the 
control of others. 

To build a certain type of house 
you need an architect, masons, 
carpenters, roofers, painters,^ 
plumbers, electricians and so on. 
Anarchists have no problem with 
the kind of organization necessary 
to coordinate all these kinds of ac¬ 
tivities to create a house for people 
to live in. But when you add a 

landlord to this picture, everything 
changes — the work invested in 
building the house becomes the 



tives. 

There are probably several hun¬ 
dred of us scattered across No^th 
America, who could reasonab oe 
expected to find sufficient political 
agreement to join together in a 
common organization if we got to 
know each other by working 
together. 

These are times that hold great 
promise for revolutionary anarchist 
politics. The global collapse pf 
Marxism-Leninism creates an 
opening for an authentically revolu¬ 
tionary and internationalist move¬ 
ment. It is our responsibility to take 
the initiative^ to build a serious 
revolutionary anarchist movement 
that will challenge the various 
authoritarian ideologies—Marx¬ 
ism, the various forms of na¬ 
tionalism, religious fundamen- 

(Continued on page 11) 


starting point for a form of domina¬ 
tion. Anarchists believe in the kind 
of organization that allows people 
to house themselves, but not the 
kind that squeezes rent from them. 

The same basic principle applies 
to anarchist political activity. An 
anarchist society — a society with¬ 
out bosses, rapists, bureaucrats, 
generals, landlords or cops—can 
only be achieved by means of 
revolution. By revolution I mean 


not they call themselves anarchist) 
tend to reproduce the authoritarian 
social relations that prevail in the 
larger society. 

This is certainly true. Love and 
Rage, for example, has a fairly sim¬ 
ple and non-authoritarian struc¬ 
ture. But all of us involved in this 
project are products of this society 
and it is a constant battle to prevent 
the patterns of domination and obe¬ 
dience we have been trained in 


Formal and informal Organization 

The question of formal and infor¬ 
mal organization is related to the 
general question of organization. 
Some anarchists draw a line be¬ 
tween what are called formal and in¬ 
formal types of organization. The 
distinction between formal and in¬ 
formal structures is quite arbitrary. 
Some groups with all the trappings 
of a formal organization: bylaws, 
statements of principles and so on, 
may, in practice, be far more 
freewheeling and open than some 
informal groups that, in practice, 
are so entrenched in how they 
think and act that they will never 
open themselves up to new in¬ 
fluences. 

To be sure, the formality of an 
organization can be an important 
aspect of what makes it stifling and 
authoritarian. At the same time, the 
absence of any formal process of 
decisionmaking or any formal 
definition of membership is often 
manipulated by informal elites to 
control informal groups or projects. 
This dynamic was brilliantly expos¬ 
ed in the classic feminist essay 
“The Tyranny of Structureless¬ 
ness’’ by Jo Freeman. 

For anarchists the final analysis 
of any organization — formal or in¬ 
formal, large or small, open or clos¬ 
ed— must be based on whether or 
not it is in fact controlled by its 
members; and on the merits of its 
practice, what it stands for and 
what it is getting done in the real 
world. The choice that confronts us 
is not between pure and tainted 
organizational forms but between 
imperfect organizations that are of 
our own making and organizations 
that are controlled by others. That 
is to say we can choose between 


organizing ourselves or being 
organized by someone else. 

Finally, we need to be conscious 
of what kind of political unity is ex¬ 
pected within various organiza¬ 
tions. Whether it is stated explicitly 
or not in some “Statement of Prin- 
ciples’’ or manifesto, every 
organization or group has certain 
expectations that its members 
share some common ideas. Again, 
the level of political unity demand¬ 
ed is independent of the formal or 
informal nature of the organization. 
An informal group may be united 
on a very developed and com¬ 
prehensive social analysis, 
whereas a formal organization may 
be united around a set of very 
rudimentary principles that only 
define a fraction of any single 
member’s political perspective. 

Different levels of political unity 
are appropriate for different 


organizations. And political unity is 
never a fixed state, it is always in 
the process of development. Every 
organization should expect to 
revise its points of political unity as 
it develops. In discussing the pro¬ 
ject of building an organized revolu¬ 
tionary anarchist movement I will 
try to address the different levels of 
unity demanded by different struc¬ 
tures and activities. 


The Current Situation 


Revolutionary anarchists in 
North America are currently largely 
dispersed and disorganized. To be 
sure, there are important and prom¬ 
ising exceptions. The Anarchist 
Black Cross does important 
prisoner solidarity work. The Anar¬ 
chist Youth Federation has begun 
to organize the punk community. 
The Youth Greens have done a 
great deal of work to articulate a 
coherent anti-authoritarian politics 
rooted in social ecology. 

But in a more general sense we 
lack the organization in most places 
to effectively participate in social 
struggles and significantly influ¬ 
ence them in an anti-authoritarian 
direction. And we lack the political 
coherence and unity necesseiry to 
create such organization right now. 

Serious revolutionary anarchists 
can be found in twos and threes in 
communities across North Amer¬ 
ica. In some cities they are active in 
explicitly anti-authoritarian pro¬ 
jects. In many cities they are im¬ 
mersed in the broader activism of 
“the left.’’ A significant fraction are 
involved in anti-authoritarian 
groups devoted to a single focus; 
prisons, the East bloc. Native 
solidarity, labor and so on. In a few 
cities there are embryonic revolu¬ 
tionary anarchist political collect 


''Authoritarian relations reproduce 
themselves everywhere: in formal 
organizations, in social groups, in our 
personal lives. ” 


simply the process of overthrovNung 
existing power relations — the 
seizure of workplaces by workers, 
of housing by tenants, of schools by 
students and so on — and the crea¬ 
tion of new human relations based 
on cooperation, solidarity and 
mutual aid. 

Such talk often seems hopelessly 
idealistic. But we know from 
history—from the Mexican Revolu¬ 
tion, from the Spanish Revolution in 
1936, from May 1968 in France and 
from a thousand other events and 
struggles — that in revolutionary 
times ordinary people have the 
capacity to create authentically 
anti-authoritarian structures to 
meet their needs for food, services 
and defense: soviets, workers' 
councils, collectives, popular mili¬ 
tias, worker-student action com¬ 
mittees, and so on. These experi¬ 
ences‘^e inspiring, 'ttiey '^^e' lis a 
glimmer of what a truly free society 
might look like. 

We also know from history, 
however, that each of these revolu¬ 
tionary moments was crushed. The 
authoritarian social relations we 
are seeking to overthrow are much 
more deeply rooted than we often 
are willing to believe. The struc¬ 
tures of dual power that are created 
in revolutionary times have proven 
themselves inadequate in the face 
of counter-revolutionary terror. The 
old world has beat down the new 
world over and over again. It is not 
enough to rely on the spontaneous 
creativity of the mass.es. 

A successful anarchist revolution 
must be preceded by a long period 
of activity that prepares as many 
people as possible for the demands 
of a revolutionary situation. Such 
activity includes: the production of 
newspapers, pamphlets, videos, 
posters and other propaganda; the 
organization of demonstrations 
and other actions; educational 
events and conferences. Such ac¬ 
tivity, if it is to be sustained and ef¬ 
fective, must be organized. 

So already we are talking about 
at least two types of organization in 
the process of anarchist revolution: 
the self-organization of the masses 
of people in a revolutionary situa¬ 
tion, and the organization of anar¬ 
chist activity in non-revolutionary 
times. Of course there are many 
other distinctions that will have to 
be made in the discussion of anar¬ 
chist organization. This series of ar¬ 
ticles focuses on the organization of 
anarchist activity in non-revolution¬ 
ary times. 

Anarchists Against Organization 

The tendency of non-anarchists 
to equate anarchism with disorgan¬ 
ization is often encouraged by an 
articulate wing of the anti¬ 
authoritarian milieu that opposes 
any kind of formal organization on 
principle. The basis for this position 
is essentially the observation that 
all formal organizations (whether or 


from asserting themselves within 
our own project. Anybody who 
claims that their organization or 
project is immune from the taint of 
authoritarianism is simply lying, at 
least to themselves. 

The problem with the anti- 
organizational critique is that it 
doesn’t go far enough. The same 
tendency to reproduce authoritari¬ 
an social relations is just as strong 
in informal structures or in the ad- 
hoc formations that seem to be the 
preference of anti-organizational 
anarchists. 

The bottom Line is that authori¬ 
tarian relations reproduce 
themselves everywhere: in formal 
organizations, in social groups, in 
our personal lives. In an authoritari¬ 
an society, every moment of our 
lives is already organized in the in¬ 
terests of someone else. We have a 
choice. We'can seel^ to deej)eh oUr 


understanding of how this hap¬ 
pens and what we can do to sub¬ 
vert it. Or we can allow this fact to 
paralyse our efforts to build a seri¬ 
ous revolutionary anarchist move¬ 
ment by confining ourselves to 
structures that can never grow, de¬ 
luded that we have escaped the in¬ 
fluence of a thoroughly authoritari¬ 
an society. 

The institutions of authoritarian 
society can not be brought down 
without an organized movement. It 
is certainly true that any such 
movement contains the potential 
for reproducing the very features of 
authoritarian society we seek to 
eliminate. The only guarantee that 
this won’t happen is the empower¬ 
ment and self-organization of the 
people. To fail to organize is to con¬ 
cede defeat and allow the existing 
order to continue without serious 
challenge. 
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BY Bill Weinberg 


T he cree Indians and 

Inuit (“Eskimo'’) people of 
northern Quebec are joining 
forces with environmentalists to re¬ 
sist the construction of North Ameri¬ 
ca’s biggest hydro-power project. 
They say that the project, known as 
James Bay II, would destroy the lar¬ 
gest remaining wilderness area in 
eastern North America and deci¬ 
mate the traditional self-sufficient 
culture of the region’s native peo¬ 
ples, amounting to genocide as 
well as ecocide. 

Quebec hopes to seU the power 
produced by the complex to utilities 
in the northeast USA, especially 
New York’s Con Edison. A deal be¬ 
tween Quebec’s public utility, 
Hydro-Quebec (H-Q) and that of 
New York state, the New York 
Power Authority (NYPA), was sign¬ 
ed in 1989. But the resale contracts 
between NYPA and local utilities 
(predominantly Con Ed) are still \m- 
der negotiation. Stateside activists 
hope that effective opposition to 
these contracts can halt construc¬ 
tion of James Bay II by making it 
financially unworkable. 

If the deals go through, the 1,800 
megawatts from H-Q would ac¬ 
count for 7% of New York State's 
electricity beginning in 1995, with 
80 % slated for Con Ed. With H-Q as¬ 
suming a whopping "third world- 
size’’ debt of $60 billion to build the 
project, it is depending on the deals 
with US utilities to make the project 
pay. For this reason, activists 
fighting the project in Quebec 
maintain that effective resistance 
south of the St. Lawrence is essen¬ 
tial. 

The James Bay II project calls for 
a series of hydro-dams to be built on 
five major rivers that drain into 
James Bay, a massive inlet of Hud¬ 
son Bay in the remote expanses of 
northern Quebec. Together, these 
dams would flood an area the size 
of the state of Vermont, and alter 
the ecology of an area the size of 
France. An earlier phase of the pro¬ 
ject, James Bay L a series of dams 
on La Grande River, flooded 11^000 
square kilometers. James Bay II 
calls for more dams on La Grande 
and dams on the Great Whale, Not- 
taway, Broadback and Rupert. 
Construction has already begun at 
the phase II sites on La Grande. 
Activists are fighting to stop the 
building of roads to Great Whale, 
the next river targeted by H-Q. 

The land slated to be flooded is 
tundra, wetlands and sub-arctic for¬ 
est where the Cree and Inuit have 
hunted and fished for millenia with¬ 
out ever seriously impacting the 
ecology. While James Bay II will de¬ 
stroy this land base, the project was 
conceived as a solution to economic 
and political dilemmas in white 
Quebec society hundreds of miles 
to the south. 

Bourassa Cools Unrest 
at Indians’ Expense 

The James Bay project is the 
brainchild of Quebec premier 
Robert Bourassa of Canada’s Lib¬ 
eral Party. It was conceived as a 
means of defusing Quebecois un¬ 
rest in an era when nationalist and 
separatist sentiments were on the 
rise. 

Twenty years later, these senti¬ 
ments are growing restive again, 
with a new militancy among Que¬ 
bec’s native Mohawk, Cree and In¬ 
uit making the situation even more 
potentially explosive. 

Bourassa was elected premier in 
1970, which turned out to be one 
of the most cataclysmic years in 
Quebec’s history. The left-nation¬ 
alist Parti Quebecois had just been 
formed. Canada’s industrial 
heartland was in the process of 
shifting from Montreal to Toronto, 
leading to hard times, labor 
militancy and resentment of Qtta- 
wa in Quebec. 

Bourassa only took the elections 
by warning that a Parti Quebecois 
victory would mean a flight of 
foreign capital and bloody revolu¬ 


tion. Shortly after he gained office, 
the clandestine Quebec Liberation 
Front (FLQ) kidnaped Bourassa’s 
labor minister and a British trade 
commissioner in Montreal. 

Canada’s Liberal Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau responded by de¬ 
claring martial law in the province. 
In the ensuing days over 340 Que¬ 
becois were arrested and held 
without charges. FLQ demands for 
the broadcast of their manifesto 
were met, inspiring student 
strikes in Quebec, which only 
made the federal government less 
willing to negotiate. The Labor 
Minister was ultimately killed, 
while the trade commissioner was 
secured in exchange for transport 
to Cuba for his FLQ captors. 

Martial law was lifted, but it be¬ 
came obvious that if the Liberal 
Party was going to continue to 
hold power in Quebec and head off 
a separatist movement, the rising 
nationalist sentiments would have 
to be addressed. 

The next year, Bourassa unveiled 
what he termed "the project of the 
century’’: James Bay. Essentially 
the James Bay project was seen as a 
means of providing Quebec vvath a 
symbol of national pride and a 
source of national independence 
which would not upset the prevail¬ 
ing order or threaten the federal 
government in Ottawa. As Bouras¬ 
sa wrote in James Bay, his 1973 
book promoting the project: "While 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union compete in space explora¬ 
tion, Quebec has a fascinating chal- 
lenge to meet.. . . The whole 
history of Quebec must be rewrit¬ 
ten. Our ancestors’ courage and 
will must live again in the twenti¬ 
eth century. Quebec. . . must con¬ 
quer James Bay. We have decided 
that the time has come.” 

A new law was passed turning 
vast areas of northern Quebec over 
to the control of the newly-formed 
James Bay Development Corpora¬ 
tion, charge^ witj^i^ overseeing 
construction of the complex for" 
Hydro-Quebec. The lucrative 



construction contract went to the 
privately owned Quebec firm La- 
londe, Valois, and Associates, or 
LAV ALIN, which in turn sub-con¬ 
tracted the US engineering giant 
Bechtel, which had built hydro¬ 
dams and nuclear plants through¬ 
out the US West. It was under 
Bechtel’s tutelage that LA VALIN 
developed into the pillar of the 
Quebec economy that it is today, 
and has since won big contracts 
backed by international finance in 
such places as Africa and China. 

Advisors from the massive 
French nuclear industry, Electicite 
de France, were also brought in. 
Hydro-Quebec incurred a massive 
debt from such sources as the 
Rockefellers and Rothschilds, new 
power lines were built across the 
international border, and in 1978 
electricity generated at the new 
dams on La Grande—today known 
as Jcones Bay I — started sending 
power south. But construction 
was beset with political conten- 


















tions which dealt a blow to Hydro- 
Quebec’s image as a symbol of 
Quebecois pride. 

The Parti Quebecois, recogniz¬ 
ing James Bay as one of Bourassa’s 
strongest cards, obviously took a 
stance against it. It was, however, 
indicative of the Parti Quebecois’ 
rightward drift and abandonment 
of its radical roots that the argu¬ 
ment it chose to use against the 
project was that if Quebec invest¬ 
ed so much in hydro development 
it would “miss the boat” on 
nuclear power. 

Indeed, it was partly due to Peirti 
Quebecois pressure that IJydro- 
Quebec developed the Gentilly 
nuclear power station, which is 
currently the focus of a provincial 
probe in response to a wave of 
birth defects among both humans 
and livestock in the surrounding 
towns. After construction of phase 
I, Parti Quebecois’ opposition to 
James Bay would become increas¬ 
ingly lukewarm. 

Labor unrest was also a serious 
problem. As cost estimates for the 
project jumped from $2 billion to 
$14 billion, job estimates dropped 
from 125,000 to 12,000 at peak 
construction in 1978. Rival trade 
unions waged a bitter struggle for 
control of the James Bay 
workforce. 

By 1974 there were frequent re¬ 
ports in the Quebec press that the 
Quebec Labor Federation (QFL), 
linked to the Liberal Party and the 
US labor monolith, the AFL-CIQ, 
was using hired thugs to intimi¬ 
date and rough up organizers from 
rival unions at La Grande construc¬ 
tion sites. 

Allegations of blackmail and 
extortion were widespread. In 
March the battle between the QFL 
and the radical left-leaning Con¬ 
federation of National Trade 
Unions exploded into violence. 
Bulldozers and the work-camp 
power generator were destroyed, 
costing Hydro-Quebec $2 million 
in damages. 

1,400 workers were hurriedly 
flown out of the camp, as sub-zero 


weather with no power generator 
spelled certain death. Work was 
halted for over 50 days. After that, 
a contingent of the Surete, Que¬ 
bec’s provincial police, was sta¬ 
tioned at the work-camp, and QFL 
subsequently consolidated power 
over the workforce. 

Qpposition to James Bay also 
emerged from environmentalists. 
A part of the economic scheme 
was inviting foreign aluminum 
firms such as USA’s ALCAN and 
Reynolds and France’s Pechiney to 
Quebec to exploit the dirt-cheap 
electricity generated by the hydro¬ 
dams. The aluminum industry,^ 
which had long been exploiting 
cheap hydro-power all along the 
St. Lawrence, greatly expanded in 
Quebec in the late ’70s and eeirly 
’80s due to James Bay. But alumi¬ 
num, in addition to being one of 
the most energy-intensive indus¬ 
tries in the world, is. also one of the 
most polluting. 

Fluoride emissions from the alu- 


ihinum plants started to seriously 
contaminate nearby communities. 
But the most serious opposition 
came from the Cree Indians whose 
lands were flooded by construc¬ 
tion of the James Bay dams. The 
Cree had still been nomadic as 
recently as the 1950s and had only 
recently settled into villages, and 
had to contend with federal bu¬ 
reaucrats imposing hunting 
restrictions and English and 
French schooling on their children. 
Cree language, culture, spirituality 
and other traditions were still very 
much intact due to the remote and 


indomitable nature of the land 
they occupied. 

Bourassa and Hydro-Quebec 
made no effort to inform Cree lead¬ 
ers that much of their territory was 
slated to be flooded. Indeed, the In¬ 
dians only found out about the pro- 
ject when Philip Awashish, a 
young Cree studying at Montreal’s 
McGill University, read about it in 
the newspapers after it was an¬ 
nounced. 

The Cree subsequently launch¬ 
ed a legal battle to stop construc¬ 
tion. They succeeded in winning 
an injunction which briefly halted 
work at La Grande in November of 
1973, but lost the case on appeal. 
Ultimately, the Cree were forced to 
accept construction in exchange 
for a commitment from Quebec to 
provide economic development, 
health care and employment. 

While the promised $225 million 
was forthcoming, reports started 
to appear in the press that the 
guaranteed employment priority 


for Cree and Inuit promised by 
Bechtel, LAV ALIN and the James 
Bay Development Corporation 
was being violated. Cree leaders 
have charged that health care has 
been inadequate, citing such ex¬ 
amples as the lack of a comprehen¬ 
sive tuberculosis testing program 
after an epidemic at the Cree Vil¬ 
lage of Mastassini, and the 
contamination of local drinking 
water with sewage effluent 
leading to sometimes fatal diar¬ 
rhea outbreaks among Cree 
children. 

More important than the broken 
promises was the way in which 
construction of the hydro-complex 
led to the rapid erosion of 
traditional Cree culture. Hunting 
grounds that the Cree had used for 
thousands of years were flooded. 
Furthermore, the water pressure 
from the massive floodplains 
leached mercury from the soil, 
leading to the worst mercury 
contamination in North America— 


levels as high as those found at the 
Minimata industrial site in Japan 
twenty years ago. 

The contamination rendered the 
waters’ fish, a staple of the Cree di¬ 
et, highly toxic, causing brain 
damage if eaten. In short, the 
flooding amounted to a severe at¬ 
tack on the self-sufficient economy 
which the Cree and Inuit had 
maintained on the land for 
millenia. 

This resulted in increased num¬ 
bers of young Cree and Inuit leav¬ 
ing their homeland to seek em¬ 
ployment in Montreal and Toronto 


— which in turn frequently led to 
the abandonment of native lan¬ 
guage, diet and other traditions. 

Despite the fact that Bourassa 
had written in James Bay that ‘ ‘not 
a single Indian village will be 
touched or displaced by the devel¬ 
opment project,” the Cree village 
of Chisasibi was flooded and had 
to be relocated. 

Yet, when Bourassa returned to 
power in 1985 (after a period in 
which the Parti Quebecois held 
power), he immediately launched 
plans to build phase II of the pro¬ 
ject. Damming five rivers, James 
Bay II is slated to dwarf James 
Bay I. 

Bourassa’s 1985 book Power 
From The North envisions conti¬ 
nent-wide water diversion 
schemes on a scale never before 
contemplated, including a “Grand 
Canal’ ’ which would transport wa¬ 
ter thousands of milesTrom James 
Bay to the giant agribusiness 
farms of the arid US southwest, 
reversing the course of the 
Missouri River. 

Critics say that the “Grand 
Canal’’ would exacerbate the 
greenhouse effqct by increasing 
the salinity of the ^Arctic Qcean, 
thereby speeding the melting of 
the polar ice cap. Wrote Bourassa 
in Power From The North: “Quebec 
is a vast hydro-electric plant in-the- 
bud, and every day millions of po¬ 
tential kiliwatt-hours flow down¬ 
hill and out to sea. What a waste! 

Atomic Energy of Canada, Ltd. 
has proposed building a string of 
nuclear reactors throughout the 
James Bay region to power the 
Grand Canal’s massive pumps. 

An Ecological Disaster 

While construction has already 
begun at phase II sites in La 
Grande, Cree leaders have pledg¬ 
ed to resist constuction of James 
Bay II. Chief Billy Diamond, one of 
the beneficiaries of the $225 miUion 
awarded to the Cree for the con¬ 
struction of James Bay I, recent¬ 
ly told the Toronto Globe & Mail 
that the Cree would be willing 
to use the same tactics to stop 
James Bay II that the Mohawks 
used to stop their traditional lands 
at Qka, near Montreal, from being 
turned into a golf course earlier 
this year — namely armed 
blockades. 

Diamond told international fi¬ 
nanciers to invest in James Bay II 
“at your own risk. Before a deci¬ 
sion is taken to invest, there had 
better be a clear view of. . , the 
ability of the Crees to block the 
project.” 

Bourassa, however, is maintain¬ 
ing that the Cree permanently 
signed away all rights to the James 
Bay region when they accepted 
the $225 million in 1974. 

Many Canadian and US 

environmentalists have also 


pledged to resist phase II of the 
project, citing the region’s impor¬ 
tance as a habitat for numerous 
species which have been nearly 
driven to extermination elsewhere 
in the continent, including fresh 
water seals, beluga whales, and 
the caribou which the Cree have 
hunted for millenia without ever 
threatening the health and surviv¬ 
al of the herds. Land now tra¬ 
versed by caribou migration 
routes would be flooded by James 
Bay II, lakes which are home to 
seals would be flooded, and shore- 
lands which are vital feeding 


grounds for waterfowl, including 
migratory geese on their winter 
journey south, would be submerg¬ 
ed. 

In addition to destroying the 
land upon which this wildlife de¬ 
pends, there is also the risk of wild¬ 
life being destroyed in accidents, 
such as the deluge caused by a 
phase I dam on a tributary of La 
Grande in 1984, which drowned 
an estimated 10,000 caribou. 

The project would wreak havoc 
on the region’s hydrological cycle. 
Summer electricity demand to 
power the air conditioners of New 
York and Boston would be met by 
releasing more water and widen¬ 
ing the rivers—a complete reversal 
of the natural cycle in which the 
spring ice-melt gives way to 
narrower rivers in the summer. By 
storing the ice-melt in reservoirs, 
H-Q can control water flow to meet 
its own particular economic needs. 

With water levels rising and fall¬ 
ing at H-Q’s command, new shore¬ 
line habitat will not be able to take 
hold, say ecologists, citing James 
Bay I as evidence. Therefore mi¬ 
gratory birds which fatten up in 
this habitat for the winter journey 
south will diminish in numbers. 
Changes in water salinity will also 
destroy local ecosystems. 

In response to such criticisms, 
H-Q and and NYPA have begun to 
aggressively portray James Bay II 
as the more ecological alternative 
to the fossil fuel-burning plants 
which they claim would have to 
otherwise be built to meet a grow¬ 
ing energy demand in the 1990s, 
pointing out that fossil fuel use 
contributes to the greenhouse ef¬ 
fect. But critics point out that the 
decomposing trees of flooded for¬ 
ests also release greeenhouse gas¬ 
es such as carbon dioxide and 
methane into the atmosphere, if 
not to quite the same extent as 
burned fossil fuels. 

Energy analysts opposed to 
James Bay II maintain that improv¬ 
ed conservation and efficiency 
measures could circumvent the 
need for new power plants altoge¬ 
ther. Says Quebecois energy ana¬ 
lyst Jean-Francios Turmel: “Hy¬ 
dro-Quebec’s competitors are 
manufacturers of energy-efficient 
products and technologies. They 
are trying to get the dams built as 
fast as possible to capture the 
markets before their competitors 
do.” 

Greens and radical environ¬ 
mentalists point out that the pro¬ 
ject would be built only to feed the 
same bloated and wasteful “way 
of life” which the US is about to go 
to war in the Middle East to pro¬ 
tect. 

H-Q’s tremendous debt is being 
floated by the biggest names in 
New York’s money market, in¬ 
cluding Merrill Lynch, Shearson 
Lehman Hutton, JP Morgan, and 



"This project has got to be met with resistance at 
both ends—by the Cree in James Bay where it is 
being built, and by us here in New York, where it is 
being funded.” 


Citicorp. Yet, critics point out, it is 
New York area rate-payers who 
will, indirectly, be paying the mon¬ 
ey back. Therefore, a project being 
subsidized by New York’s rich will 
ultimately be paid for by New 
York’s poor and middle class. 

Resistance Vowed 

The Cree and environmental 
groups have launched lawsuits 
both in Canada and the US to stop 
the power sales on ecological 
grounds. Canada’s environmental 
protection bureaucracy is still 
young and ineffective, with many 
regulations still on the drawing 
board. A legal strategy in the US is 
to bar the power purchases unless 
it can be proven that James Bay II 
conforms to the more stringent US 
environmental standards. 

The Cree recently lost the first 
round in the New York state courts 
using this argument, but plan to 
appeal. Pressure on state govern¬ 
ment power regulatory bodies has 
succeeded in barring approval for 
H-Q’s exports to Maine and in lim¬ 
iting the size of the exports to Ver¬ 
mont. 

A contentious issue in Canada 
at the moment is whether H-Q will 
be able to build the new roads to 
the Great Whale River, a prerequi¬ 
site for starting construction there. 
Ecologists say that even the build¬ 
ing of roads through the sensitive 
sub-arctic ecosystem would cause 
serious damage to wildlife. 

There is widespread talk among 
young Cree of blockading road 
construction crews, and even sa¬ 
botaging power lines if need be. 
Ernie Webb, a Montreal-based 
Cree radio journalist who broad¬ 
casts news to James Bay in the 
Cree language with the Canadian 
Broadcasting System, says the 
struggle against Jamens Bay II will 
not be defeated as easily as the one 
against James Bay I. . “In the 70’s, 
the Cree didn’t know what they 
wfere dealing with. The elders did¬ 
n’t believe that it could be done, 
that the hunting grounds that they 
had known all their lives would be 
under water. After they lost their 
court case, they were forced to 
sign. They had a gun to their heads, 
metaphorically speaking.” 

In contrast, Webb says that the 
Cree who grew up watching the 
James Bay I struggle have more 
political savvy. “We’re starting to 
form youth councils. 60% of the 
Cree population is under 25. So 
there’s a new power base which is 
becoming more politically aware.” 
Webb reports that last winter sev¬ 
eral young Cree held a protest en¬ 
campment in the path of an H-Q ca¬ 
ble line, and that an H-Q billboard 
announcing the phase II construc¬ 
tion was covered with graffiti 
reading “CREE LAND.” He says 
that a low level campaign of har- 
rasment is already underway at La 
Gande construction sites, with 
anti-James Bay II bumper stickers 
being slapped on bulldozers and 
other equipment. 

A grassroots activist group 
fighting James Bay II in New York 
City is the James Bay Action Team 
(JABAT). JABAT activist Terre 
Goldman says “This project has 
got to be met with resistance at 
both ends — by the Cree in James 
Bay where it is being built, and by 
us here in New York where it is be¬ 
ing funded. That’s how it can be 
defeated. The problem is that few 
people here have ever heard of 
James Bay. It’s our job to change 
that, to create an unpopular 
political climate for purchasing 
this so-called clean power by ex¬ 
posing it as the ecological and 
human rights atrocity that it really 
is.” 

If you want more information on 
the struggle against James Bay II 
contact: 

James Bay Action Team 
tel.: (212) 674-3306 
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Hello world! Please note that 
On Gogol Bonlevard/NYC- Neither 
East Nor West has changed its ad¬ 
dress from 151 First Ave. #62, NY, 
NY 10003, USA, to: OGB/NENWc/o 
Bob McGlynn, 528 5th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11215, USA. Phones: 
(718) 499-7720, (212) 979-8353. 


Dear Readers: Corrections— Due 
to who knows what fuck-up, 0GB 
photo captions were missing from 
the last issue. The photo acompany- 
ing the Trust Group article was of 
Alexander Rubchenko of the Mos¬ 
cow Trust Group, and Laurie Wett- 
stead of Chicago-Neither East nor 
West and Love and Rage. The photo 
with the Argentinian piece was of 
Argentinian @’s sent by Grupo Im¬ 
pulse Autogestionario. The Polish 
brief had a photo of Andrzej Janusz 
Korbel of the Workshop for AH Be¬ 
ings. In the heading “US SOVIET 
TRUST GROUPS. . “US” should 
have been deleted. In the same arti¬ 
cle a crucial part was missing: Alex¬ 
ander Rubchenko of the Moscow 
Trust Group is still in NYC and 
would like to visit other activists in 
other cities. To get in contact with 
him send an SASE to: 

Bob McGlynn, 

528 5th St., 

Brooklyn NY, 11215 
tel.: (718) 499-7720 


lungarian 
(Anarchists 
Reorqanizel 


F ollowing is a letter 

and bulletin {Anarcho-Info 
Hungary 2) from Hungary’s 
anarchists: 

“Dear Neither East nor West: 
Thanks to you we’ve met lots of 
comrades (from Hong Kong, the 
U.S., Britain. . .). Hope you con¬ 
tinue to be fine and active. Wish 
you a happy, fruitful New Year.— 
Agnes” 

Here we are again, more in 
number and in a new composition. 
Some of you may have heard 
already that Eastern Europe no 
longer looks the same as it used to, 
say, last year. WeU, the situation is 
similar in Hungary too. The dic¬ 
tatorship of state bureaucracy fail¬ 
ed. Here’s the new nationalist 
democracy. 

Our situation is easier from the 
point of view that now we have got 
certain rights: we can demonstrate, 
we can take actions against the 
government. However, our situa¬ 
tion is more difficult, since the cur¬ 
rent parliamentary democracy is 
the result of social consensus. 

No one wants a one-party system 
but for most people pluralism 
means the ultimate possibility of 
freedom, even though the party in 
power is not the one they have 
voted for. 

Recently the alternative social 
movements that used to form the 
opposition against the Commu¬ 
nists have partly integrated into the 
parliament and have partly grown 
stronger outside the parliament 
(ecologists, women’s movement). 
These are the most important 
issues in Hungary today: the possi¬ 
ble restriction of the abortion law; 
the issue of religious education in 
the state schools (which has recent¬ 
ly been introduced); the danger of 
the return of pre-war, feudal- 
capitalist property conditions; the 
ever-growing power of the church; 
the cutting down of the budget of 
education and social welfare ser¬ 
vices; the appearance of racism 
(against Gypsies) and anti- 
Semitism. 


Soviet Afghan 
Vets Write 
Vietnam Vets 

O UR FEELINGS PAINED 
through the war are very 
much in common. You are 
older and more experienced and we 
believe that our communication 
would help us to solve many prob¬ 
lems. 

About two years have passed 
since the Soviet troops withdrew 
from Afghanistan. The dirty war 
was over at last. But it had swallow¬ 
ed thousands and thousands of in¬ 
jured individuals, broken souls and 
saddened fates. There are over one 
million participants in the Afghan 
war. Most of them are in need now. 
They are in lack of social, 
psychological and medical help for 
rehabilitation. 

An Afghan syndrome — a 
heavyache disease — are suicides, 
drunkenness, drug addiction, bum¬ 
ming, crimes. Is it normal? 

It is very important for us to 
know your experience of overcom¬ 
ing Vietnam syndrome. Pity it is, 
but in this country we have no 
chance to get elementary means for 
that, we could not be provided with 

There’s a general feeling of in¬ 
security; the rate of unemployment 
is on the increase and the money 
earned during 10-12 hours a day is 
worth less and less. In addition peo¬ 
ple have lost the values of the old 
Communist system and today they 
can’t fall back on anything else. 

NOW, WHAT ABOUT THE AN¬ 
ARCHISTS? After several months 
of interior dispute, search of new 
directions and the cropping up of 
personal conflicts, the AUTONO- 
MIA Group (Budapest) split on the 
basis of a mutual agreement. The 
fact that more and more people at¬ 
tended our meetings played an im¬ 
portant role in this; you could often 
hardly breathe in the Eotvos Klub 
(where AUTONOMIA held its 
meetings). The group dynamics 
didn’t come up to the mark, either. 
The dictatorship of structureless¬ 
ness gave no chance to many peo¬ 
ple to participate in the discussions. 
The group got divided according to 
different interests. We would get 
together without an agenda or con¬ 
crete goals. We also stopped talk¬ 
ing theory. We lived out of our ac¬ 
tions which didn’t suffice for the 
creation of the knowledge and con¬ 
sciousness of an anarchist group. 

AUTONOMIA is reincarnated in 
the following groups: 

• A NAP (= SUN) Anarcho Punk 
Group. Their basic activities consist 
in the spreading of punk and coun¬ 
ter-culture, the promotion of anar¬ 
chism by means of concrete ac¬ 
tions, opposition to the church, vio¬ 
lence and militarism. Their main 
aim is to squat a house successfully 
where an automomous cultural 
center could be established. A 
NAP, 1139 Budapest, Hajdu u.l7 
4/29, Hungary. 

• GEO. Their aim is the creation 
of an international anarchist eco- 
settlement near the Hungarian-Slo- 
vakian-Austrian border. This 
would be a symbolic gesture to¬ 
wards the abolition of borders. The 
experience of community life and 
the creation of an independent, 
ecologically sound energy system 
are important for them. The crea¬ 
tion of a model habitation would 
prove that it is possible to live 
without the exploitation of nature, 
our environment, and each other. 
GEO is looking foreward to hearing 
from everybody who has already 
taken part in such a project and 
would like to exchange their ex¬ 
periences. GEO, 1139 Budapest, Pf. 
701/546, Hungary. 


skillful help. It makes our life 
unbearable. 

Perhaps you would be interested 
in our own way of activity and we 
would have an opportunity to 
cooperate. We want peace. We are 
looking forward to goodwill and 
consciousness. We are the real 
hopeful force together. The force of 
good and peaceloving. 

Let us communicate together, 
live together and further. 

With best regards for aU of you. 
Studio of Experimental 
Workmanship 

The Studio can be contacted at: 

USSR, Leningrad 191040 
Ligovsky Prospect 65 
“Xpam Mupa” (USSR palace of 
peace) 

This letter is reprinted from The 
Veteran Summer, 1990. (Subs. 
$6.00: P.O. Box 408594; Chicago, IL 
60640) as^WAW received it. If you 
have special experience in the field 
of post traumatic stress, please 
write directly. 
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• Budapest Anarchist Group. 
Their purpose is to maintain an effi¬ 
cient group that connects theory 
with direct actions and the tradi¬ 
tional anarchist principles with 
modem libertarian, ecological, and 
feminist values. Keeping in mind 
the AUTONOMIA experiences, 
they will try to shape the group 
dynamics so that everybody can 
equally participate in the debates 
and decision making. The soonest 
possible, they would like to publish 
an anarchist paper regularly. The 
number of members is limited for 
efficiency’s sake. Budapesti Anar- 
chista Csoport, 1399 Budapest, Pf. 
701/900, Hungary. 

• The anarcho-syndicalist group 
is in the making but it hasn’t been 
organized yet. They took part in the 
organization of the Hungarian 
workers’ councils movement but 
they have (temporarily?) aban¬ 
doned it. Of course the four groups 
don’t only niind their own busi¬ 
ness. Once a month we would like 
to hold an ‘ ‘anarchist fomm* ’ where 
apart from the members and fans, 
we welcome everybody interested. 
Our common aim is to create an 
‘ ‘ANARCHIVE, ’ ’ that is a libertarian 
documentary centre (perhaps to 
organize an Alternative Centre 
with the Feminist Network, found¬ 
ed in June 1990 — Budapest 1056, 
Szerb u.8, Hungary—and the Green 
Alternative). 

Important! This way we divide 
the ex-AUTONOMIA correspon¬ 
dence, so please spread the new ad¬ 
dresses everywhere (newspapers, 
address lists, etc.)! 


Freebies 


Soviet/East European Report: 
This 4-pager is free and comes out 
three times a month. Although this 
is issued by Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, it’s packed 
with interesting detailed info and 
analysis. Soviet/East European 
Report, RFE/RL, 1201 Conn. Ave. 
NW, Wash. D.C. 20036, USA. 

Radical: Another free 4-pager, 
this monthly covers Poland. The 
viewpoint is right-populist and is 
filled with rage against Walesa sell¬ 
out policies, exposes of Solidarity/ 
Communist collaboration, muck¬ 
raking, and fun gossip. Radical, do 
Joe Losiak, 1918 Wesley, Berwyn, 
IL, 60402, USA. 
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Support Stalinism: 
Invade the Gulf 


I 


The following anonymous leaflet 
was received hy OGB: 

AS THE WORLD ANXIOUS- 
JLV ly watches the preparations 
^for war in the Persian Gulf, 
hardliners in the Soviet govern¬ 
ment are making their long-feared 
crackdown to reassert the legacy of 
Stalin. For months Gorbachev has 
been under increasingly heavy 
pressure from the right wing of the 
Communist leadership to overturn 
glasnost and perestroika (and lose 
his job and maybe more). 

A few weeks ago, Foreicm Minis¬ 
ter Shevardnadze shocked his 
country by resigning and publicly 
warning of the grave danger that a 
virtual coup by orthodox Commu¬ 
nists could destroy the progress of 
the last few years. Now that the 
world’s attention is focused else¬ 
where — and more importantly, 
now that George Bush and his allies 
are desperate to ensure continued 
Soviet support for the war in the 
gulf—the repression has begim. 

Independent journalists are be¬ 
ing silenced. The popularly elected 
governments of Ukraine, Moldavia, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Arme¬ 
nia, and Georgia are being threa- 


tened by Moscow. 

In the last few days civil war has 
begun in the USSR as Soviet sol¬ 
diers have killed and wounded Li¬ 
thuanian national guards and 
stormed the Lithuanian broadcast¬ 
ing station. Lithuanian President 
Landsbergis, speaking on US radio 
(NPR’s “All Things Considered”) 
said he might be deported or shot 
by the Soviets. 

He also said that he had called 
the White House to ask for help (the 
United States has never recognized 
the Soviet conquest of Lithuania, 
and considers it an independent 
country forcibly occupied by the 
USSR) but George Bush would not 
speak with him. 

So Washington and Moscow 
• have struck a deal: in exchange for a 
free hand to reintroduce a totalitari¬ 
an state at home, the USSR will sup¬ 
port US action in the gulf. Soviet 
leaders get what they want, Ameri¬ 
can leaders get what they want, 
and everybody comes out ahead^— 
except a few hundred million peo¬ 
ple who lose their freedom. Think 
about that the next time Bush talks 
about international support for his 
actions in the gulf. 


Lithuanian Anarchists 
Calling 


BY Eugenijus Misiunas 

The following report from 
Lithuania is from early 1990 and 
therefore does not refer to the recent 
crackdown on Lithuanian 
sovereignty. 

O UR GROUP, THE LITHUA- 
nian Pacifist Movement, is 
not big. Several members 
from 30 to 35 years of age form this 
group. They are teachers and art¬ 
ists. Since 1988 our group has been 
active. The iirst actions were 
against the Afghanistan war, the 
Soviet occupation of Lithuania, and 
the other two Baltic republics. 

This time anti-militarist move¬ 
ments are becoming massive. We 
are working together with 
feminists, greens, nationalist 
groups against occupation, and for 
a nuclear free zone in the Baltic 
region. Tens of thousands of young 
people have refused to serve in the 
Soviet army. 

In September ’89, I was in 
Amsterdam at the Europe Against 
the Current festival and was first in¬ 
troduced to anarchists from the 
west. Their ideas I think are close to 
what we propagate, especially it is 
important at this time, when Lithu¬ 
ania is going to be independent and 
frightened, that one authoritarian 
Communist regime can be changed 
into pother authoritarian regime. 

We donT think that the capitalist 
way can solve all problems. We 
need to find another way. We are 
acting in the streets: pickets, 
meetings, demonstrations, and we 
publish anti-militarist materials. 

What can I say about the political 
situation in our coimtry? (circa early 
’90) Today were elections in the 
Lithuanian parliament. I don’t 
know the results yet, I think people 
are passive. They are tired. Because 
the political situation changes 
everyday, the economic situation 
everyday is becoming worse. Every 
political party promises a better life, 
but people don’t believe them. 

Only striving for an independent 
Lithuania keeps people alive ana 
unites people in our republic. Most 
people in Lithuania, who have 
travelled to the West, or who have 


only watched TV about Western 
countries, they believe that shops 
are full of goods, and that shows 
that to live in the West is very easy. 

Most politics that are talked 
about in Lithuania are in a Western 
style, that it is the best way. Tomor¬ 
row in many Russian cities will be 
demonstrations and meetings to 
remember the democratic revolu¬ 
tion of Febuary 1917. It is the first 
time after the Bolshevik overturn, 
that people can freely com¬ 
memorate this event. This year tens 
of anarchist and syndicalist groups 
were formed in Moscow, Len¬ 
ingrad, and other cities in Russia. 

For further information contact: 
Eugenijus Misiunas 
Venclovos 9-33, 
Marijampole 234520, 
Lithuania 



ON Go^pL Boulevard (ogb) is the 

bu&etik^t‘ !W^vi/^6rk‘ City Neither East Nor 
West, networking East and West alternative 
oppositions.and. pTmt;ing' news and 
documents unavailable in the corporate or 
“left” media. We are now also attempting to 
bring Third and Fourth-World activists into 
these efforts. This regular OGB section in Love 
and Rage will serve the same function. We en¬ 
courage all those involved in “neither East nor 
West” type activity to regularly contribute to 
this section. 'Please address letters, reports, 
documents, debate, etc., directly to OGB. 

This is not a section for anarchists only. We 
are interested in all things promoting freedom, 
such as worker’s, women’s, minority and gay 
liberation, environmental and anti-militarist 
issues, and anything pursuing paths other 
than the capitalist and state bureaucratic 
models. ’ 

By the way, Gogol Boulevard is a noted 
hang-out for Moscow’s counter-culture — see 
you there! Subscriptions to CX3B are $5. Con¬ 
tact On Gogol Boulevard at: 

NeHher East Nor West 
528 Fifth Street 
. Brooklyn. NY 11215 
tel.: (718) 499-7720 
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Mohawk Report on 

Defense Fund Finnish Objector 


Prisons Growing 

I T SEEMS THE ECONOMY 
sucks everywhere but Georgia, 
where imprisoning people has 
become very big business. Accor¬ 
ding to the director of the Georgia 
department of corrections, John 
Silor, “Prisons have unfortunately 
become the biggest growth in¬ 
dustry. We're building, or planning 
facilities in 16 counties, and I've got 
25 more counties practically offer¬ 
ing their first born for one.” 

Correction officials are 


CONIACIS 

To learn more about political 
prisoners, prisoners of war and 
prisons in North America write to 
any or all of the following groups: 


Anarchist Black Cross 

Bulldozer 

Toronto 

P.O. Box 5052, Stn. A 

P.O. Box 6326, Stn. A 

Toronto, Ont, M5W 1W4 

Toronto, Ont, M5W 1P7 

Canada 

Canada 

Anarchist Black Cross 

Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee 

Vancouver 

P.O. Box 583 

P.O. Box 2881 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Vancouver, B.C., 

V6B 3X4 

Committee to End the Marion 

Canada 

Lockdown 

Anarchist Black Cross 

343 S. Dearborn, Suite 1607 
Chicago, IL 60604 

New York 


P.O. Box 20521, 

Project 1313 

Tompkins Sq. Stn. 

P.O. Box 1313 

New York, NY 10009 

Lawrence, KS 66044 


Anarchist Black Cross 
San Lorenzo 
P.O.Box 215 
San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

Anarchist Black Cross 
Latino Americana 
P.O. Box 45-1208 
Miami, FL 33245 


Wimmin Prisoner 
Support Network 
P.O. Box 770, Stn. P 
Toronto, Ont, MSS 2Z1 
Canada 



marketing prisons as an industry 
that doesn’t pollute or go out of 
business. Local business folks 
seem happy at the prospect of mak¬ 
ing easy bucks off other people’s 
misery. Local Fire Chief and 
business man Tom Roberts pro¬ 
claims, “I believe we’re going to 
grow from here. The prison has 
brought the county together, and 
given everybody something to look 
fowardto,” 


A lthough the initial 

seige at Kanesatake and 
Kahnawake is over for the 
moment, the situation remains 
tense, and in the wake of the stand 
off aid is more needed than ever. 
Material aid is needed along with 
money for legal defense funds, and 
a continued legal fight for amnesty. 

Show your support. Checks or 
money orders can be sent to: 
Defense Fund for Mohawk 
Sovereignty 
Acct. no. 2638 

c/o Bread and Roses Credit Union 
348 Danforth Ave. #211 
Toronto, Oht. 

Canada M4K1N8 
tel.: (416) 921-0437 

Or call the Mohawks direct: 

Kahnawake Nation Office 
tel.: (514) 638-4750 
Kanesatake 
tel.: (514) 479-8353 


Getting it 
Together 

(Continued from page 7) 

talism, and so on — that have the 
allegiance of hundreds of millions 
of people who believe they are 
fighting for freedom. 

If we are to respond to the oppor¬ 
tunity before us we need to get 
organized. A logical first step 
would be to build a network that 
can bring together the several hun¬ 
dred revolutionary anarchist ac¬ 
tivists and put us in touch with 
each other. 

What is a Network? 

What do I mean when I say we 
need to build a network? The situa¬ 
tion that confronts us demands a 
fairly loose structure that makes on¬ 
ly modest demands for political imi- 
ty. The primary purpose of a net¬ 
work is to open up lines of com¬ 
munication, to bring together 
revolutionary anarchists to begin 
the long process of eventually 
building a tighter and more serious 
organization. 

A network can either be a com¬ 
pletely informal structure or a 
relatively loose formal structure. 
There are already a number of anar¬ 
chist or anti-authoritarJan net¬ 
works, both formal and informal: 
the Anarchist Black Cross, the 
Youth Greens, the Anarchist Youth 

Federation, Neither East Nor West, 

the Love and Rage support net¬ 
work, the Anarchist Labor Network 
and others. 


A FINNISH TOTAL REFUSER, 
Tommi Nieminen, aged 27, 
was imprisoned in Novem¬ 
ber 1990, after having refused to do 
either military service or alternative 
civil service. He had served in the 
army for 79 days in 1983, after 
which he applied for the alternative 
service. However, in June 1988, his 
service had been deferred a couple 
of times, he refused to do the alter¬ 
native service as well, because he 
saw it merely as pimishment to the 
military refusers for their convic¬ 
tion. The alternative service in Fin¬ 
land is at the moment 16 months, 
while the military service is from 8 
to 11 months. In addition to this, 
the current law tries to connect the 
alternative service to national 
defense. 

In February 1989, Nieminen was 
sentenced to prison for 9 months, 
which was shortened to 7 months a 
year later. He was supposed to start 
serving his sentence in September 


When I refer to “the network” 
then, I am less concerned with 
whether or not it has some sort of 
formal structure as I am with the 
fact that it actually exists and ac¬ 
tually brings revolutionary anar¬ 
chists together for common activi¬ 
ty. “The network” may well be a 
collection of loose organizations 
and networks that, in practice, 
work together — one group pro¬ 
viding the necessary structure here 
and another there. 

A network serves to open up 
communications between other¬ 
wise mainly autonomous local 
groups. That is what allows a net¬ 
work to bring together a significant 
number of people — it does not de¬ 
mand that they be imited on a com¬ 
prehensive program of action. 

Of course there is some unity 
around common action: a cam¬ 
paign on behalf of a particular 
prisoner, or the publication of a 
newspaper for example. Of course 
as the network develops it is hoped 
that it will take steps towards a 
more comprehensive program of 
action, but at the beginning (and 
we are definitely still at the beginn¬ 
ing) support for such a program can 
not be a precondition for involve¬ 
ment in the network. 

Decentralism 

The network is guided by a prin¬ 
cipal of decentralism—decision¬ 
making and the execution of deci¬ 
sions is kept largely at the local 
level. DGcentralism is important as 

a way of ensuring that the organiza¬ 
tion is authentically contoUed by its 
members at its base. 


1990, but he went underground. He 
didn’t report to the police before 
November 16th 1990, after which 
he was immediately taken to the 
Helsinki Provincial Prison, and the 
next day to the Kerava Youth 
Prison. 

Both the Union of Conscientious 
Objectors and the Finnish Anar¬ 
chist Black Cross started cam¬ 
paigns for Tommi. The Finnish 
ABC informed ABC groups in other 
countries about the campaign, and 
they gave their support and. sent 
protests to the Finnish authorities. 
On December 6th, the Finnish na¬ 
tional day, the Union of CO’s 
organized a silent demonstration 
outside the ministry of justice, in 
which members of the ABC also 
participated. 

On December 14th, Tommi Nie¬ 
minen was granted amnesty by 
president Mauno Koivisto. He had 
only served 30 days of his sentence, 
all of which he was on hunger 
strike. At the moment there are 13 
total refusers in Finnish prisons, 
and about 20 more are awaiting 
court decision or imprisonment. 
Last time when successful hunger 
strikes occurred (before this recent 
case) was in spring 1990 and more 
Eire expected to come. 

Information from 
Anarchist Black Cross Finland 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

PAMPHLET AVAILABLE: ‘Free US 
and Soviet Political Prisoners Rain¬ 
bow H awk^d S¥fgei Tfdy^i^T.^ 

The introduction to this 20-page 
booklet was printed in Love & 
Rage’s ABC section Jan. ’91. For a 
copy send $1.00 to: 

Bob McGlynn, 

528 5th St., 

Brooklyn NY, 11215, USA 


For example, during the war 
against Vietnam, draft resistance 
groups sprung up in cities and 
towns across the US. These local 
groups retained their autonomy. 
They did not make themselves sub¬ 
ordinate to a central committee or 
group of national leaders. In this 
way the draft resistance movement 
remained in the hands of the peo¬ 
ple. 

There were national and regional 
offices set up to coordinate various 
demonstrations and projects and to 
aid in commimication. But if a local 
group didn’t share the particular 
priorities that came out of such of¬ 
fices they retained the freedom to 
take their own initiatives. Often 
those local initiatives served as ex¬ 
amples that were later taken up by 
the larger movement. 

Decentralism is a relative term. 
For an individual who has never 
worked collectively before, organiz¬ 
ing or joining a group is an act of 
“centralizing” individual practices 
of resistance and revolt into a col¬ 
lective practice. 

What matters then is not some 
abstract conception of decen¬ 
tralism, but a practical decen¬ 
tralism that keeps an organization 
human scaled. Human scale is a 
function of the humans involved: if 
they know and trust each other 
they can build relatively more “cen¬ 
tralized” structures without com¬ 
promising their autonomy. Lacking 
this foundation of trust, even the 
loogest most decentralized struc¬ 
ture can be dominated by an elite. 

A strong organization that is, in 
fact, controlled by its members can 


strengthen their autonomy in rela¬ 
tion to the authoritarian forces in 
larger society: patriarchy, white 
supremacy, the state, capital and so 
on. Ultimately the process of self- 
organization is about empowering 
ourselves to work in larger and 
more complex structures that are 
still really controlled by their 
members. The experience of the 
Spanish anarchists offers a good ex¬ 
ample of this. 

In the late 1920s when anarchist 
organizers in the Spanish CNT (the 
anarcho-syndicalist labor federa¬ 
tion) decided that state repression 
and the rising influence of Lenin¬ 
ism demanded an explicitly anar¬ 
chist organization, they created the 
Iberian Anarchist Federation (FAJ). 

The FAI united the most serious 
anarchist militants across Spain in¬ 
to an organization that could effec¬ 
tively coordinate anarchist insur¬ 
rectionary activity. These organiza¬ 
tional preparations proved to be of 
considerable importance when 
revolution broke out in 1936. 

The FAI brought together anar¬ 
chist affinity groups in cities and 
towns throughout Spain and Por¬ 
tugal—affinity groups that were ac¬ 
tive in the workers’ movement, in 
womens’ organizations, in propa¬ 
ganda activity and so on. In some 
sense the coordination of these ef¬ 
forts involved a kind of “centraliza¬ 
tion” that had not been present in 
the movement beforehand. But be¬ 
cause of the maturity of the anar¬ 
chist movement in Spain at that 
time this did not mean the sacrifice 
of local autonomy. The FAI was 
built on the bonds of trust that had 


been created amongst different an¬ 
archist groups over the previous 
years. 

Most of us are relatively inexperi¬ 
enced in working together in au¬ 
thentically anti-authoritarian struc¬ 
tures. We can recognize this fact 
and still proceed with the project of 
building an organized anarchist 
movement. We can build a network 
that will lay the foundation for 
future organization. A loose forma¬ 
tion is more conducive to building 
the trust that is necesscuy to hold 
any organization together. 

I have already mentioned the un¬ 
evenness of local anarchist organiz¬ 
ing. Some anarchists are involved 
in local groups that they are satis¬ 
fied with. But many anarchists are 
isolated as individuals or groups of 
two or three. A network enables 
isolated individuals to benefit from 
the experiences of more developed 
local groups. 

Building a network is a first step 
towards a more even level of devel¬ 
opment. It makes it possible for 
isolated people to relate to more or¬ 
ganized anarchist activity and con¬ 
fronts more organized groups with 
the problems faced by isolated in¬ 
dividuals. 

So far, I have spoken mainly 
about the general principles involv¬ 
ed in building a network of revo¬ 
lutionary anarchist activists. But a 
real network will be built by reed 
work. There are a number of practi¬ 
cal activities that existing projects 
can take up that will further the pro-. 
cess of building the network. I will 
discuss those activities in the next 
article in this series. 
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Bashing 
The Klan 


C incinnati, ohio, was 

the site of a recent Ku Klux 
Klan gathering. Cincinnati, a 
very conservative city, was also the 
site of the Mapplethorpe controver- 
sy. 

The Klan members, spouting 
their usual racist rhetoric, were pro¬ 
testing the placement of a menorah 
in honor of Hanukkah. Although 
rumored to have approximately 
30-40 members in Cincinnati, only 
12 Klan members were present, in 
part due to a city ordinemce pro¬ 
hibiting the protestors from wear¬ 
ing their hoods. Undoubtedly, 
some of their members believe 
themselves to be prominent and 
respectable community members, 
and did not want to be recognized. 

The intention of the gathering 
was to burn a cross on Fountain 
Square, but, as city ordinance pro¬ 
hibits any public display of fire, the 
Klan members could only hold the 
10 foot cross and chant slogans 
such as “Fight Racism, Abolish Af¬ 
firmative Action.” 

Approximately 1500 people 
showed up at the strategically 
scheduled 8:30 a.m. meeting to 
counter-demonstrate. Cincinnati ’s 
finest were already there with riot 
gear and horse patrols. 

The horse patrols spent most of 
their time pushing through the 
counter-protestors in attempts to 
disperse groups to avoid violent 
outbursts. The air was already 
tense, and the counter-protestors 
seemed ready to fight both the Klan 
and the police. 

The protestors remained relative¬ 
ly tame, however, armed mainly 
with slogans such as “Cops and 
Klan Go Hand in Hand,” and some 
canned goods which a few brave 
individuals put to use by aiming at 
Klan skulls. The police were using 
their usual tactics, including 
videotaping the crowd for use as 
evidence for possible charges. 

The gathering, V^hich lasted only 
40 minutes, also included a few 
Klan speeches, which were not 
audible over the crowd noise. 
Seven people were arrested for 
reasons ranging from pelting the 
Klan with canned fruit and rocks to 
recording the license number of the 
Klan getaway car. 

As the Klan were leaving, several 
people in the crowd pursued them 
in an attempt to “reason with 
them” (undoubtedly with their 
fists), but met with police 
resistance, complete with mace. 


Anarchist 

Media 

Down 

Under 

The Anarchist Media Institute is 
an Australian “media propaganda 
group” which is dedicated to repor¬ 
ting Australian and international 
news from an anarchist perspective. 
So far they have met with much sup¬ 
port from the main stream press, 
and have been able to speak on both 
radio and television about anar¬ 
chism and events from an anarchist 
point of view. The Institute requests 
that people from around the world 
contact them with news and up¬ 
dates. They have an answering ser¬ 
vice, and you can call 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week. 

Anarchist Media Institute 
P.O. Box 20 
Parkville 3052 
Australia 
Tel.; (03) 828 2856 

Colombians 

Against 

Coiumbus 

Groupo Contra La Celebracion 
del 5ta Centenario 

The Grupo is a group of Colom¬ 
bian youth fighting the “stupid” 5th 
Centenary celebration of Colum¬ 
bus’s invasion of America. They 
plan to distribute propaganda via 
newsletters, painting, stickers, 
music, etc. They are looKing for in¬ 
formation about other groups mak¬ 
ing similar efforts. They are also 
looking for music from “post, Metal, 
Speed, Industrial, trash, New, H.C., 
etc.” bands to put onto a fund-rais¬ 
ing tape. All bands with tracks on 
the tape wiU receive free copies of 
the tape. 

Groupo Anticelebracion V 
Centenario 
Walter Alonso Yepes 
A.A. 54839 
Medellin 
Colombia 
or 

Yaneth Alzate 
Nueva Fuerza 
A.A. 7685 
Medellin 
Colombia 


Flag-Burner 

Gets 

Burned 


BY Jan Kraker 

C HERYL LESSIN, A MEMBER 
of the Revolutionary Com¬ 
munist Party in Cleveland, 
was sentenced on December 28 to 
one year in prison for her actions at 
an anti-war protest in Cleveland 
last summer. At the event, Lessin 
burned an American flag to pro¬ 
test Bush’s oil war in the Persian 
Gulf. Greatly outnumbered by 
mindless partiots, however, Lessin 
was physically assaulted after tor¬ 
ching Old Glory. 

So why the jail sentence? Since 
flag burning is not punishable by 
law, the police had to contrive some 
other reason for Lessin’s incarcera¬ 
tion. The judge handed Lessin a 
one-year sentence on the charge of 
inciting a riot. It seems that 
because people lashed out violently 
at her that she was the one to be 
punished. 

Lessin’s trial was a farce. Two 
Cleveland police officers told bla¬ 
tant lies to the court, stating that 
Lessin had run through the crowd 
shouting obscenities and throwing 
punches. Although several 
witnesses testified that this was 
not true, the judge, Patricia A. 
Cleary, was not to be swayed. 

Another example of Judge 
Cleary’s obvious right-wing bias 
was her removal from the court of 
20 of Lessin’s supporters who sat in 
the courtroom with pieces of the 
American flag over their mouths 
as gags. Although these folks were 
removed from the courtroom, two 
ultra-partiots waving flags in the air 
were allowed to stay. 

When Lessin’s lawyer com¬ 
mented on this bias, the judge 
replied, “It’s not relevant.” Before 
being sentenced, Lessin said: “I’m 
being sentenced for daring to be 
among the first to call out and resist 
their war ruse and for being bold 
enough to bum their symbol, their 
flag. I’m also being sentenced for 
being a thoroughly unrepentant 
womyn and a revolutionary Com¬ 
munist. I will continue to be all 
those things.” 

In spite of our well known dif¬ 
ferences with the RCP, Lessin 
deserves the solidarity of anar¬ 
chists. This case is a good indica¬ 
tion that American courts are not 
going to be favorably disposed 
towards anti-war activists as the 
anti-war movement heats up. 



E have received further cor- 
lespondence on the controversy sur¬ 
rounding the closing of Sabotage 
Books in New York City. We feel that 
this issue has been thoroughly, 
discussed in the anarchist press. 
Those who would like to know what 
each side has to say can write to the 
following addresses to receive pam-. 


phlets with detaile d^ac coimts of the 
split and closing: j 



The Betrayal Of Sabotage 
c/o Shadow Press 
P.O. Box 20298 
New York, NY 10009 
and 

Whatever Happened To Sabotage? 
c/o Black Cat Collective 
P.O.Box 1737 
New York, NY 10009 


(Continued from page 4) 

some variant of statism and capital¬ 
ism. The important issue is to try 
to understand the conditions imder 
which the ‘ ‘new order’ ’ would be an 
anarchist society, and*to create 
thoso conditions. 

There are two general elements 
that seem to be essential. The first 
is the existence of previously creat¬ 


ed “anarchistic” social structures 
which can take on the functions of 
the new society in a decentralized, 
directly democratic way. The sec¬ 
ond is a consciousness on the part 
of the majority of the population of 
the possibility of a world based on 
cooperation and mutual aid. 

Along with all the other work 
that anarchists do, the anti-war 
movement clearly could be both the 


beginning of social structures 
which could involve many people 
in running their own lives, and ein 
avenue for bringing to more people 
our ideas about the possibility of a 
world based on freedom. Or it could 
be neither, a tool for authoritarians 
(or over-enthusiastic anarchists) to 
attempt to control people, thus 
driving away from radical politics 
many who,.from their personal 
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“What If 
This Is 
For Real?” 

On December 5, a State Univer¬ 
sity of New York (Binghamton) 
anti-war coalition, “Students for 
Peace in the Middle East,” along 
with a publication called Looking 
Left, published a mock version of an 
official student paper Pipe Dream, 
with the headline “US INVADES 
IRAQ.” Needless to say, this caused 
great distress among the students, a 
number of whom have friends and 
relatives in Saudi Arabia. 

The editor of the real Pipe Dream, 
who quickly disclaimed the hoax, 
called it “interesting” that the anti¬ 
war students used the Pipe Dream 
name: “It’s sort of admitting that if 
they did it under a different name 
that no one would have taken it 
seriously,” but conceded that, 
despite the lawsuit pending against 
the hoaxsters, “Maybe it shocked 
people into realizing, ‘What if this is 
for real?’ ” 

. . . And on January 16? 

Support Our 

Troops 

(Resistance) 

According to reports from 
yietnam yeterans Against the War, 
at least 60 active duty personnel 
have publicly declared that they will 
not fight in the Persian Gulf, nearly 
1,000 have applied for Conscien¬ 
tious Objector discharges, and it is 
estimated that possibly as many as 
several thousand are AWOL. On the 
flip side, George Morse has already 
been court marshalled in Kansas, 
and-nearly a dozen Marines await 
court marshall at Camp Lejune. 

The National Lawyers Guild has 
set up a ton free hot-line for military 
personnel seeking counseling about 
their options — 1-800-86 NO WAR. 
You can write to service people in 
the Gulf, and the WAW urges that 
letters be supportive and friendly, 
not hostile or attacking. 

(Any Soldier) 
c/o US Army 
Operation Desert Shield 
APO New York 09848-0006 

(Any Sailor) 
c/o US Navy 
Operation Desert Shield 
APO New York 09848-0006 

(Any Marine) 
c/o US Marine Corps 
Operation Desert Shield 
APO New York 09848-0006 



experience of conflict with the 
“powers that be,” have sought to 
unite with others and find a way to 
resist. 

We need to fight for and create a 
movement which wiE not only pose 
a serious challenge to the current 
war, but will, at the same time, help 
us move towards an anarchist 
society. 


Police Crush 
War Protest 
in Ohio 

On November 17, 450 Ohio 
Uniyersity students (with parade 
permits) protested the war in the 
Middle East, marching from the 
campus student center and mar¬ 
ching through the streets of Athens 
Ohio. When the-demonstration, due 
to its increasing size, spilled into the 
street, demonstrators were arbitrari¬ 
ly arrested and, though cooperating 
with the arrests, were restrained 
with painful coercive techniques. 
Several students were thrown 
against cars and parking meters, 
and one was dragged over a four 
foot high steel fence. 

Despite these violent arrests, all 
those arrested were charged with 
the relatively minor charges of In¬ 
terfering with Traffic and Creating a 
Disturbance. 

Nigerian 
Women’s 
Center 
Needs Help 

Nigerian Women’s Center Needs 
Emergency Assistance 

A NIGERIAN women’s cent or 
working to stop traditional practices 
which endanger the lives of woiqeEu 
— such as genital mutilation, 
childhood marriage, .wife and child 
beating, and others—desperately 
needs both financial and material as¬ 
sistance. The already overcrowded 
center has been overwhelmed by fe¬ 
male refugees from Liberia, all of 
them assaulted, and several of them 
raped, by soldiers of Charles Taylor’s 
National Patriotic Front (according 
to the report from the center). 'The 
center needs money (send only by 
Registered Mail) and relief materials 
such as clothing, shoes, and medi¬ 
cines (send in boxes marked “Chari¬ 
ty Donation/Not For Sale”). The 
center can be contacted through, 
and donations sent to: 

Hannah Edemikpong (Mrs) 
c/o Box 185, Eket 
Akwa I bom State 
Nigeria — West Africa 

Protest At 
Westover Air 
Force Base 

Westover Air Force Base 
in Chicopee, Massachusetts has 
been the target of many large pro¬ 
tests against the war in the Middle 
East. Westover AFB has sent nearly 
50 % of the materiel and troops to 
Operation Desert Shield. 

Brigadier General Walker has 
stated “these weekly outbreaks of 
lawlessness are no small inconve¬ 
nience in that the smooth operation 
of our very mission is affected.” In 
addition to frequent demonstra¬ 
tions, there have been two 
blockades, one on October 20, 
which, attracted 200 people and 21 
arrests, and one on December 1, 
which had 10 times that many, with 
a total of 2,000 protestors, and 39 ar¬ 
rests. More information can be got¬ 
ten from the local anti-vvar network 
at: • 

tel.: (413) 549-4600 
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POR EL Grupo de Obreros Anarquistas 

Esta es la segunda parte de un 
articulo de dos partes per Joe White 
del Grupo de Oberos Anarquistas de 
Inglaterra. Esta reproducida del pri¬ 
mer numero de su revista El Scx^ialis- 
mo Desde Abajo. 

OMO MEMOS VISTO, LAS 
expresidnes tedricas del 
anarqmsmo se basoron en la 
experiencia de la lucha de clases y- 
especificamente en los levanta- 
mientos revolucionarios en Rusia y 
en Espana. 

Para anarquistas hoy dia, es 
esencial que nos avancemos mas 
nuestro entendimiento tedrico, en 
la^luz de la experiencia de los 50 
anos desde la Revolucion Espanola. 
A1 mismo tiempo, tenemos que de- 
sarrolar para el anarquismo una 
aplicacion contemporanea, la cual 
pueda empezar de tener una res- 
puesta en el movimiento de la clase 
obrera. 

EL LIDERAZGO DE IDEAS 

El liderazgo es un termino que 
tiende de evocar una reaccion ins- 
tintiva de muchos anarquiustas. 
Sin embargo, como hemos visto, 
anarquistas ban tenido una con- 
cepcidn de liderazgo, y han 
cumplido un papel como Hderes en 
luchas obreras. Como admitieron 
los autores del Programa; “Mas de 
algun otro concepto, anarquismo 
debe convertirse en el concepto di- 
rigidor de la revolucion, porque es 
solamente en la base tedrica del 
anarquismo que pueda la revolu- 
cidn llevar a cabo la liberacidn 
complete de la clase obrera." 

En admitir esto, los autores reco- 
nocieron el papel clave que hacen 
las ideas en elproceso revoluciona- 
rio. El Programa es igualmente cla- 
ro en explicar que su concepcidn 
de liderazgo es totalmente limita- 
da a la esfera de ideas, y no es ima 
llamada por la especializacidn poli- 
tica. 

“Esta fuerza tedrica impulsive 
no debe ser confundida con el lide- 
razgo politico de los partidos 
estadisticos el cual dirige final- 
mente al poder Estatal." 

El Programa 
Es mas exacto, por eso, hablar de 
“un liderazgo de ideas" para evitar 
confundirlo con la concepcidn leni- 
nista del liderazgo. La razdn para 
que queremos que dirijan nuestras 
ideas es sencilla. Nosotros cre- 
emos que nuestras ideas seen me- 
jores que las de otras corrientes. 
Decades de contrarrevolucidn sta- 
linista son la prueba del hecho de 
que el poder de la clase obrera de¬ 
be ser basado en la rhas extensa 
democracia y liberatad de los obre¬ 
ros para que sobreviva el proyecto 
revolucionario. 

La acusacidn mas frequente que 
se dirige contra “el liderazgo de 
ideas" es la que es, de hecho, iqual 
al concepto leninista del partido de 
vanguardia. La frase final del 
Programa se cita usualmente co¬ 
mo prueba de su bolchevismo es- 
condido, porque sostiene que la or- 


ganizacidn anarquista “pueda 
convertirse el la vanguardia orga- 
nizada del proceso de emancipa- 
cion." 

Al rechazar el termino ‘ ‘vanguar¬ 
dia” como concepto politico, sin 
embargo, debe basarse en mas de 
solo el metodo de “la culpa por aso- 
ciacion,” segun el cual quien- 
quiera comparta el mismo vocabu- 
lario como los leninistas es auto¬ 
mat ocamente un leninista. 

Reconocemos que existen dife- 
rentes niveles de conciencia 
dentro la clase obrera, desde el re¬ 
volucionario, alreformista, hasta el 
totalmente reaccionario. Por eso, 
es posible decir que exista una 
“vanguardia" o “seccidn avanzada 
de los obreros." Una minoria de 
obreros si que tiene un entendi¬ 
miento m^s claro sobre el papel del 
estado y la naturaleza del capitalis- 
mo, y por razon de este hecho, ^s- 
tos obreros son en el frente de la 
lucha de clases y hacen un papel 
dirigidor en esa lucha. Esta mino¬ 
ria se constituye como una van¬ 
guardia. 

No vacilamos en identificarnos 
como una parte de la “vanguar¬ 
dia." Nuestras ideas anticapitalis- 
tas son mejoras de las ideas refor- 
mistas, nuestra oposicion a la opre- 
si6n es mejor del racismo, y 
nuestros methodos libertarios son 
mejor es de los metodos burocrati- 
cos. 

El reconcimiento que somos 
mas avanzados que la clase obrera 
total no implica, sin embargo, que 
los anarquistas nos constituya- 
mos, o seamos capaces de consti- 
tuirnos, como la vanguardia ente- 
ra. 

Esto es donde tenemos diferen- 
cias con el bolchevismo. Entende- 
rnos que’^a^lran ine-^ablemente 
diferentes corrientes dentro la cla¬ 
se obrera y por eso dentro la van¬ 
guardia. Es claro de los escritos de 
Lenin que el vio ninguna diferen- 
cia entre el partido y la vanguardia. 
El partido, en la concepcion de Le¬ 
nin, fue la expresion mas avanzada 
de los inter^ses del proletariado. 
En otras palabras, fue la expresidn 
concreta organizativa de la van¬ 
guardia. En esto esta la substitu- 
cion teorica del partido en lugar de 
la clase, la cual considera todas ide¬ 
as competidoras como atrasadas 
(una enfermidad infantil) o no pro- 
letarias (pequeno-burgues). La 
substitucion concreta del domino 
de partido en lugar del poder de la 
clase obrera en la Union Sovieta 
fue el resultado 16gico. 

Para nosotros anarquistas, el 
unico metodo de resolver las dife- 
rencias de opinidn inevitables 
dentro la clase obrera revoluciona- 
ria que es consistentemente so- 
cialista es a traves de la democra¬ 
cia de los obreros mas extensa y 
mas fuerte. Por eso, siempre consi- 
deramos que la clase sea mas im- 
portante que “partido," y insisti- 
mos que la vanguardia no tenga 
derechos politicos sobre el resto de 


la clase obera. 

Reconocemos que la “vanguar¬ 
dia" pueda funcionar como un obs- 
t^culo de la lucha, tanto que pueda 
dirigir, y que la clase obrera pueda 
estar mas avanzada de la vanguar¬ 
dia en la lucha concreta. Durante 
mucho del ano de 1917, los lideres 
del partido bolchevique tendi'an de 
seguir la actividad de la clase obre¬ 
ra. 

En mayo de 1937, las filas de la 
CNT luchaban contra los stalinis- 
tas en las calles de Barcelona al 
mismo tiempo que los Hderes de la 
CNT le Uamaban por emisiones de 
radio para cesaran de luchar. 

La conclusion que podemos de- 
ducir de esto es que hay una dife- 
rencia cuaHtativa entre “el Hderaz- 
go de ideas" y “el vanguardismo." 
Es la substitucionalizacion en el 
concepto leninista que constituye 
la differencia entre la concepcion 
anarquista de liderazgo y la del le- 
ninismo. Anarquistas se dan cuen- 
ta de la contradiccidn entre la 
minoria avanzada y el resto de la 
clase, y, por eso, de los peHgoros 
de la substitucionalizacidn. Esto 
nos da una ventaja sobre los leni¬ 
nistas, quienes o eHgen de ignorar 
o no reconocen el problema. 

LA UNIDAD TEORICA Y TACTIGA: 
LA NECESIDAD DE UN PROGRAMA 

“El unico metodo que puede so- 
lucionar el problema de organiza- 
cion general es, en nuestra opi- 
nidn, atraer al militantes anarquis¬ 
tas activas a una base de principios 
precisos: teoricos, tacticos y orga- 
nizativos, i.e., la base mas o menos 
perfecta de un programa homoqe: 
no." ibid. 

Como hemos visto, los que abo- 
gan por un pro gram a para el movi- 
irn^!lto^af!S¥^u]^a'^ah'^3o^uha^ 
minoria dentro el movimiento. Ta¬ 
les propuestas se encuentran con 
acusaciones que son bolchevistas. 
Por eso hay que examiner, en el in¬ 
terns de una examinacion critica 
en vez de prejuicio, lo que significa 
la unidad teorica y tactica. 

La objeccion mas usual es que 
estos dos conceptos representan 
conformidad a una linea 
monolitica de un partido. Pero esto 
es un error voluntario. Dejemonos 
investigar primeramente la unidad 
teorica. Una unidad de corrientes 
distintos con distintos puntos de 
vista no es unidad en reaHdad. Co¬ 
mo dijo Fortenis, un Hbertario tran¬ 
ces, de 6sta forma de organizacion 
de “sintesis"; 

“La ‘sintesis,’ o mejor dicho la 
conglomeracion de ideas no com¬ 
patibles que solo son de acuerdo 
en lo que no importa, solo puede 
causar la confusidn y no puede pa- 
rar su destruccion por las diferen- 
cias que son claves...” 

El Manifesto del Comunismo Li- 
bertario, traduccidn de la FAC. 
Unidad teorica no signifa que no 
haya diferencias de opinion dentro 
la organizacion anarquista. Donde 
deben crearse una unidad de ideas 


es sobre posicidnes fundamenta- 
les: el analisis del capitalismo, la 
. clase obera como agente revolu¬ 
cionario, el papel de los sindicatos, 
el papel de organizacion politica, 
etc. 

La unica preuba real de que dife¬ 
rencias tedricas sean fundamenta- 
les es el proceso de ponerlas a la 
prueba de la practica, porque la 
teoria y la practica son integrales la 
una y otra. Si, son grandes las dife¬ 
rencias tedricas, unidad en accidn 
sera por la mayor parte imposible y 
la organizacidn desagrerara o exis- 
tird totalmente como un club de 
debate. 

<j,Por que, entonces, es importan- 
te la unidad o accidn colectiva? 
Porque: “Elimina el efecto de- 
sastroso de distintas tacticas que 
se oponen, concentre todas las 
fuerzas del movimiento, las de un 
rumbo comun que dirige a una me- 
ta establecida." 

El Programa 
La creacidn de unidad tactica es 
mds dificil. Posiciones generales 
sobre las tacticas las debe decidir 
la membresia entera a traves de 
congresos nacionales. Sin embar¬ 
go, posiciones generales no 
pueden tratar de antemano todas 
las cuestidnes que emergiran de la 
lucha de clases. Tales cuestidnes 
necesitardn solucidnes rapida- 
mente desarroUadas y accidn deci¬ 
sive, las cuales haran imposible la 
consultacidn de toda la 
membresia. 

Por ejemplo, es posible que una 
organizacidn este de acuerdo en la 
necesidad de una insurrecidn, pe¬ 
ro congresos nacionales no 
podn'an predecir el momento exac¬ 
to de empazar tal accidn. Los auto¬ 
res del Programa reconocieron es¬ 
te problema y como fesSfadb pro- 
pusieron la creacidn de un ‘comite 
ejecutivo de la unidn’ que se encar- 
garan con varias funciones, las 
cuciles incluyeran: 

“la orientacidn teorica y organi¬ 
zativa de la actividad de organiza- 
ciones aisladas, consistente con 
las posiciones tedricas y Unea tdcti- 
ca general de la Unidn. ’' 

ibid. 

De este modo, el comite ejecuti¬ 
vo cumplira no solamente un papel 
administrative pero se delegaria la 
responsabilidad por decidir cues- 
tiones de tactica entre los congre¬ 
sos. No podrio desatentar las deci- 
siones de los congresos naciona¬ 
les, pero claramente tendn'a una 
funcidn politica. 

Este aspecto del Programa ha si- 
do el mds dificil para que lo acep- 
ten los anarquistas. Malatesta con- 
demnd la idea como “un gobierno 
yunaiglesia"ydeclard: “el Comite 
Ejecutivo debe inspeccionar las ac- 
tividades de cada miembro y mar- 
darle de que hacer o qud no hacer- 
;....nadie podria hacer nada antes 
de recibir la opinion y el permiso 
del comite." Tales palabras no son 
solamente una caricatura falsa, no 
eHmina la necesidad de hacer deci- 
siones rapidamente. 

La revolucion en Espana es un 
buen ejemplo de c6mo, cuando fal- 
ta un mechanismo para hacer deci- 
siones de emergencia, elites haran 
inevitablerhente tales decisiones. 
Los comites mas poderosos de la 
CNT debian ser puramente admi- 
nistrativos. Sin embargo, la evi- 
dencia que tenamos indica que las 
decisiones claves que se hicieron 
en el nombre de la CNT durante la 
Revolucion Espanola (colabora- 
cion, guerra antes de revolucion, 
entrada en el gobierno) se hicieron 
sin consulta]: a las filas de la CNT. 
Aparece que todas estas deci¬ 
siones las hicieron “en el interes" 
del movimiento militantes influ- 
yentes en los comites mds podero¬ 
sos de la CNT. 


Por ejemplo, sejun Vernon 
Richards, la decision de que cuarto 
miembros de la CNT participan'an 
como ministos fue el resultado de 
negociaciones entre el primer mi- 
nistro Caballero y el secretariado 
general de la CNT, Horatio Prieto. 
Los cuarto anarquistas aceptaron 
sus puestos como ministros sin 
sonsultar a la CNT in ningun nivel. 

En la luz de la experiencia de Es¬ 
pana, la propuesta para un comity 
ejecutivo que actuaria dentro los H- 
mites de las decisiones de los 
congresos nacionales no es tan 
perniciosa y maquiavelistica como 
Malatesta la queria que apareciera. 
Para asegurar el maximo control 
democratico sobre tal comite, se 
necesutan varies requisites: Pri- 
mero, el programa debe ser tan de- 
sarrallado y detallado como po¬ 
sible, dirigiendose a todas las 



Errico Malatesta 


cue^ibries'que cohcefnan la clase 
obrera y d^dola claras y precisas 
intrucciones para todas las 
cunstancias predeciMg^r’eflTfes, 
durante_y .despU"S^*ae una si- 
tuacidn revolucionaria. 

El programa no debe Hmitarse a 
una serie de declaraciones genera¬ 
les, sino debe imir el mas avanzado 
entendimiento de las tendencies 
sociale'S con la practica diaria mas 
efectiva. Tal programa, que es el 
producto de la practica acumula- 
da, no es inmutable, sino debe pro- 
barse y modificarse por medio de 
su aplicacion practica. 

Segundo, el “comity ejecutivo" 
debe Hmitarse por la mas extenso 
democracia libertaria; los delega- 
dos al comite deben ser respon- 
sables a las filias y las files deben 
poder retirarles en algun momen¬ 
to. Esto requiere la distribucidn ex¬ 
tensa de informacion dentro la or¬ 
ganizacion a trav6s de una pubHca- 
cion interna regular. 

La discusidn mas extensa tiene 
que ser una prioridad en la vida in¬ 
terna cotidiania de la organizacion 
para dejar que se began las deci¬ 
siones de una manera informada. 
La membresia se deban consultar 
immediatamente a traves de un 
proceso de ratificacidn obligatoria 
cuando se necesita hacer deci¬ 
siones de emergencia. 

Ultimamente, y lo mas clav^, la 
unica manera de asegurar que se 
ejerceran los derechos formales de 
retirar a los delegados es tener una 
memfresia que es conciente 
poHticamente y de mente critica. 

INTERVENCION 

La organizacion poHtica no debe 
ser solamente una institucidn de 
propoganda. Si actua por contra- 
poner generalmente la necesidad 
de anarquismo a los intereses in- 
mediatos de los obreros, se- 
quendra una secta. La organiza¬ 
cion debe involucrarse en las 
luchas cotidianas de la clase obre¬ 
ra para hacer pertinentes sus ide- 
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as. En hacer esto, no debe partici- 
par en las luchas solamente de una 
manera apoyador o sindicalista, 
Pero como anarquistas, y debe mi- 
litar para hacer mas poHticas ^stas 
luchas. Por eso, definiriamos tal or- 
ganizacidn como intervencionista. 

En contraste a la organizacidn 
totalmente teorica o totalmente ac- 
tivista, una organizacidn interven¬ 
cionista pone sus ideas a la prueba 
por tratar de influenciar el curso de 
la lucha de clase. Consecuente- 
mente, esto requiere que la organi- 
zacion establezca grupos in- 
dustriales, desarroUe programs pa¬ 
ra cada industria, y por eso em- 
piece de desarroUar la base para un 
movimiento de obreros anarquis¬ 
tas. 

Mas, la organizacidn politi'ca de¬ 
be intervenirse en todas las luchas 
que afectan a la clase obrera, no so¬ 
lo las que ocurre en los lugares de 
trabajo, y debe destuirir el sec- 
cionalismo del movmiento sindica¬ 
lista tradicional. Debe fomentar la 
lucha contra opresidn dentro de los 
lugares de trabajo y dejar que in- 
quilinos, obreros no asalariados, 
etc., entren comites de huelga. . 

No basta para una organizacidn 
intervencionista que se proclame; 
debe crearse por desarroUar un en- 
tendimiento claro de “como" va- 
mos a intervenirnos. Si vamos a in- 
tervenirnos en la meinera de anar¬ 
quistas, y no militantes buenos, 
debemos buscar y descubrir el 
“contenido libertario” que es 
impUcito en todas las luchas. <j,Que 
significa esto en terminos concre¬ 
tes? 

Primero, debemos promover for¬ 
mas libertarias de lucha: accion di¬ 
recta, control por las filas, comitds 
de huelga elegidos y que se 
pueden retirar, rechazar de re- 
currir a los tribunales y comisiones 
de arbitracion. 

Segundo, debemos insistir que ^ 
el contenido politico a metas de la 
lucha se basen en los intereses de 
la clase obrera entera, indepen- 
dientemente de los requisitos del 
capitalismo (produccidn de ganan- 
cias, eficienda de costo, producti- 
vidad, el interes nacional, etc.), Por 
luchar por lo que necesita nuestra 
clase, en vez de lo que puede 
aguantar el capitaUsmo, podemos 
empezar de demostrar, de una ma¬ 
nera concreta, la necesidad de una 
sociedad que puede garantizar es- 
tos requistos, i.e., comunismo. 

En cada lucha, tenemos que bus- 
car el “punto de politizacidn" por 
preguntarnos “^Que es que no- 
sotros, como anarquistas, tenemos 
que decir?" Solamente en pregun¬ 
tarnos y averiguar las respuestas 
de esta pregunta que podemos de¬ 
sarroUar una practica anarquista y 
restablecer la influencia de anar- 
quismo dentro el movemiento de 
la clase obrera. 

ORGANIZACION DE CUADRO 

Como hemos insistido, la organi- 
zacidn politica necesita que sus 
miembros sean conciente 
politicamente y de mente indepen- 
diente, que no sean simplemente 
academicos o representantes sin- 
dicaUstas en el lugar de trabajo, pe¬ 
ro sean oberos anarquistas capa- 
ces de ganar influencia para ideas 
anarquistas. 

UtiUzamos el termino ‘ ‘organiza- 
cion de cuadro" para designar este 
concepto. Lo hacemos por que este 
termino impUca como debe cons- 
truirse tal organizacion. El termino 
‘ ‘cuadro" significa el nucleo de una 
organizacidn. En el contexto de 
una organizacion politica, el 
cuadro es el nivel de agitadores 
diestros sobre el cual depende el 
desarrollo de la organizacion. Es 
incontestable que un cuadro de 
anarquistas era el elemento decisi¬ 
ve en cre ar la influ encia amplia de 


anarcho-sindicaUsmo espanol. 

“Militantes y agitadores de to¬ 
das partes de Espaha...Uevaban a 
cabo cohtinuamente su actividad 
educacional...Se quedaban en los 
pueblos porperiodos prolongados, 
espenado a los rebeldes y resfor- 
zando sus creencias. El agitador te¬ 
nia pocos requisitos personales. 
Cuando alcanzd a un pueblo, se 
quedaba en la casa de un obero y 
vivia como el obero. Organizaban 
conferencias y hablaban en 
reuniones, generalmente sin pago. 
La federacidn de los obreros paga- 
ron los costos del viaje..." 

Juan Gomez Casas, 
Anarchist Organization: 

The History of the FAI, 

Black Rose 1988, p. 53 
De la misma manera, el In¬ 
dustrial Workers of the World 
(IWW), dependid sobre oradores 
de “soapbox" y agitadores viajan- 
tes para organizar sectores nuevos 
de los trabajadores estaouniden- 
ses. 

Cada sindicato hoy dia reconoce 
la necesidad de un cui.dro de dele- 
gados en las fhbricas, a por eso, 
orgniza “escuelas de delegados" y 
cursos de educacidn. Nuestra reco- 
mendacidn de una “organizacidn 
de cuadro" se base en el entendi- 
miento de que solamente se puede 
construir una organizacidn anar¬ 
quista sobre un fundamento de ac- 
tivistas que tienen las habilidades 
para “ensenar, agitar y organizar." 

Tambien reconocemos que una 
organizacidn politica efectiva 
tiene que desarrollarse pasb por 
paso. La tarea primera es la de de- 
sarrolar y clarificar sus ideas 
politicas, de elaborar su programa, 
y de desarroUar un cuadro educa- 
do. En esta sentido, la estapa ini- 
cial se caracteriza por el desarroUo 
cualitativo en vez del crecimiento 
cuantitativo. 

El desarrollo politico require la 
autoeducacidn que es un requisite 
para la democracia interna. Quere- 
mos construir una organizacidn 
que puede Uevar a cabo un “com- 
bate de ideas" en contra de todas 
las ideologias competidoras, que 
sean o complejas o simples. Por 
eso, para prevenir la dominacidn 
de unos pocos “sabios," debemos 
tener un programa comprensivo 
de educacidn interna. 

Se necesita tal programa para fa- 
cilitar hacer decisiones de una ma¬ 
nera informada y para fomentar 
participacidn amplia en el proceso 
de decidir la politica. Inevitable- 
mente habra una contradicidn 
entre los miembros con experien- 
cia y los que no la tienen! Lo que 
importa es que la organizacidn 
concientemente reduzca esta 
contradicidn por tener responsabi- 
lidad para la educacidn de la 
membresia. Organizacidn politica 
no es un ejercicio acadeihico for¬ 
mal, pero un proceso continuo que 
requiere que la organizacidn se di- 
rija a fomentar debate politico a to- 
da nivel. 

Un metodo para garantizar la es- 
tancacidn es de tener que las 
reuniones se enfoquen sobre asun- 
tos de “business," i.e., la organiza¬ 
cidn de ventas de cosas ordinarias, 
la organizacion de las tareas de 
comprar timbres o de mojar 
sobres. 

El entendimiento politico no se 
gaha por estudiar tomos, pero a 
travds de una discusidn interna di- 
namica, de fomentar el debate com 
nuestros competidores y de un 
dialogue intervencionista con el 
resto de nuestra clase. 

Un otro aspecto de crear cuadros 
se trata de armar los miembros con 
la conciencia poh'tica. Nadie nace 
con esta conciencia, y para esta ra- 
zdn la organizacidn politica debe 
hacerse responsable para la de¬ 
sarroUar. Para influenciar la lucha 


de clases, una organizacidn anar¬ 
quista necesita oradores de masas, 
organizadores de los lugares de 
trabajo, periodistas politicas, etc. 
Por eso se necesita organizer es¬ 
cuelas para desarroUar estas habi¬ 
lidades. 

Sin embargo, escuelas som sola¬ 
mente una parte de educacidn. La 
lucha de clases es la mejor forma 
de educacidn y de adquirir las ha- 
biUdades de activistas. Por eso, ser 
miembro de ina organizacidn de 
cuadro debe significar actrividad 
en todas las esferas de la vida 
politica: como sindicahstas, en 
asociaciones estudiantiles, organi- 
zaciones de obreros no asala¬ 
riados, y en todas las campanas 
que concernan nuestra clase. La 
organizacidn, entonces, debe fo- 
menter, faciUtar y coordiner las ac- 
tividades de sus miembros para 
ganar lo mas de la lucha. 

Obviamente, una nueva organi¬ 
zacidn, recientemente nacida, de¬ 
be seleccionar y arreglar sus activi- 
dades para utilizar sus recursos U- 
mitados en la manera mas eficaz. 
El punto importante, de todos mo¬ 
des, es el de que “el activismo" de 
la membresia tenga un caracter or- 
ganizado. 

Una organizacidn de cuadro no 
es una organizacidn de la clase en¬ 
tera, como son los sindicatos, pero 
una minoria de anarquistas. 
Rechazamos el concepto del reclu- 
tamiento de todo el mundo que se¬ 
an de acuerdo con la “idea" del 
anarquismo. Tal metado de “la 
puerta abierta" resulta inevitable- 
mente en que desarroUe en algun 
memento una diferencia politica 
significativa, ocasionando cismas 
y instabiUdad constante. 

P reglutamiento a una organize 
cidn de cuadro debe basarse^ivcri- 
terios mas exactos. Debe basarse 
en un acuerdo ampUo con, entendi- 
miento de, y compromise al 
programa de la organizacidn. 
Miembros prospectivos deben 
darse cuenta de sus responsabiU- 
dades a la membresia: asistir regu- 
larmente a las reuniones de las sec- 
cidnes, pager los impuestos de 
miembro, Uevar a cabo las deci¬ 
siones colectivas. 

Aunque el nivel de actividad re- 
querida lo determina democratica- 
mente la organizacidn entera, no 
es aceptable de dejar que se repro- 
duzca la dualidad que consiste de 
una minoria activa y una mayori- 
dad pasiva la cual caracteriza orga- 
nizaciones no cuadro tan como el 
Labour Party. 

Habra inevitablemente aqueUos 
anarquistas a que no le gustan el 
sonido del termino “cuadro," vidn- 
dolo como el concepto leninista de 
revolucionario profesional. En 
“<j,Que Hacer?" Lenin sostuvo: 
“que ningun movimiento revolu¬ 
cionario puede durar sin una orga¬ 
nizacidn estable de lideres que 
mantenga la continuidad...que tal 
organizacidn debe consistir por la 
mayor parte de gente involucrado 
prefesionalmente en actividad re- 
volucionaria...” 

Nuestro uso del tdrmino 
“cuadro" es bastante diferente y 
tiene un sentido explicitamente 
antielitista. Abogamos por un 
programa de educacidn interna pa¬ 
ra asegurar la maxima democracia 
interna. Solo una membresia acti¬ 
va y de mente critica puede preve¬ 
nir que desarroUe una divisidn 
entre lideres y seguidores, lo que 
es una caraterista de organiza- 
ciones leninista. 

Nuestro cuadro no es un nucleo 
de “lideres," una parte de una ca- 
dena de mando, pero uno de acti¬ 
vistas diestros. Un cuadro anar¬ 
quista no es una burocracia 
embrionaria o una comisaria; es un 
instrumento por construir un mo- 
yiento politico cualitativamente 


diferente, en el cual nadie es un li- 
der y nadie tiene ningunos privile- 
gios o derechos sobre los otros. 

HACIA UN MOVIMIENTO DE 
OBREROS ANARQUISTAS 

En Bretana hoy dia, no existe un 
organizacidn anarquista que tiene 
los criterios que hemos delineado. 
Ni es que el Grupo de Oberos Anar¬ 
quistas reclama de ser tal organiza¬ 
cidn. Sin embargo, declaramos 
abiertamente nuestra objective. 
Queremos un movimiento de revo- 
lucionarios quienes pueden ganar 
los debates en todas los foros de la 
clase obrera, quienes pueden pen- 
sar y actuar sin declirles lo que ha¬ 
cer un comitd central, y quines 
pueden hacer democraticas las 
luchas. 

Queremos que anarquistas 


puedan influenciar activamente el 
curso de la lucha de cases en una 
direccidn libertaria y anticapitalis- 
ta. Eventualmente, tal movimiento 
anarquista organizado debe poder 
hacer su papel en la destruccidn 
del estado capitalista por la classe 
obrera, y en prevenir a que oportu- 
nistas robe una revolucidn obrera 
que ha tenido exito. 

Capitalismo de hoy no puede 
cumplir los requisitos de vida hu- 
mana, no mas que pudiera hacerlo 
en la dpoca de Bakunin. Apelamos 
a todos los que son comprometi- 
dos a poner fin al capitalismo: j Jun- 
tense con nosotros en construir un 
movimiento anarquista que puede 
armar a la clase obrera con el 
programa que es necesario para 
Uevar a cabo esta meta! 



Buenaventura Durrurti 
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iFuera Ahora! 


POR Christopher Day 

Este articulo aparecdd Ingles en la 
edicidn de Amor y Rabia de Octubre 
1990 antes del ataque inidado por 
los EU contra Iraq. 


Amor y Rabia es realizado por ima red 
de sipatizantes los cuales estan de acuer- 
do en linea general con la Declaracidn Po- 
litica de Amor y Rabia y contribuyen con 
su tiempo, dinero y energi'a para que 
Amor y Rabia sea iina realidad. Las deci- 
siones mayores y la polidca general se 
determinan cuando todos los simpati- 
zantes se reunen mediante una conferen- 
cia. Las decisiones interinas, menos im- 
portantes (de acuerdo a las decisiones de 
la conferencia), las toma consejo edito¬ 
rial, integrado por personas de differen- 
tes regiones, que se reunen varias veces 
al ano y se coniunican por teldfono y por 
correo. Las decisiones cotidianas (de 
acuerdo con las decisiones de la confe¬ 
rencia y del consejo editorial), las trace el 
grupo de produccidn editorial que reside 
en New York, donde se publica el periddi- 
co. En algunas ciudades y regiones, los 
simpatizantes de Amor y Rabia se ban or- 
ganizado para cooperar en el apoyo al pe- 
riddico a nivel local y algunas veces parti- 
cipan en la red a travds de su grupo o co- 
lectivo. Otros simpatizantes militan so¬ 
los. 

La mayoria de los colaboradores de 
Amor y Rabia estdn activos en esfuerzos 
por cambiar al mundo, ademas de publi- 
car Amor y Rabia. Los simpatizantes es-1 
tdn involucrados en un amplio rango de 
grupos locales, en varies tipos de publica- 
clones, en redes que atienden asimtos es- 
pecificos y en organizaciones que militan 
nacipnal e intemacionalmente y muchas 
veces escriben sobre sus actividades en 
Amor y Rabia.. 

La red de apoyo de Amor y Rabia no es 
un circulo cerrado de amigos, zsi estds 
conforme a comprometer tu tiempo, 
energia o dinero en nuestro esfuerzo co- 
miin, puedes convertirte en parte de la 
red y participar ampliamente en el proce- 
so de tomar las decisiones. Piidele mbs 
informacidn a la persona que te vendid o 
te obsequid tu copia del periddico, o 
escribe a: 

Amor y Rabia 
Box 3, Prince Street Station 
New York, NY 10012 

tel. (212) 925-7966 
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C ON LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 
preparando para lanzar una 
guerra contra el pueblo de 
y possiblemente chispe^ un 
conflicto mas general por todo el 
Medio Este, anarquistas en los Es- 
tados Unidos tienen un responsibi- 
lidad especial a subir la costa de 
qualquier movimientos de guerra. 

Desde la derrota de los Estados 
Unidos en Vietnam, los dirigentes 
de 6ste pais han estado preparando 
pacienciamente la opinion publica 
para otra guerra mayor. Lainvasidn 
de Grenada, el bombardeo de Lib¬ 
ya, el mandamiento de tropas a Li- 
bano eran tanto batallas para los co- 
razones y mentes del publico est 
Americano como missidnes milita- 
res serio del Imperio Americano. 
En 1988, quando los EU mandaron 
3200 tropas a Honduras en prepara- 
cion para un ataque sobre Nicara¬ 
gua, manifestacidnes militantes en 
ciudads al travds del pais (y alredo- 
dar del mundo) trajeron esos tropas 
de vuelta y ensenid a los dirigentes 
del E.U. que el “sindrome Vietnam” 
todavia no estaba en remisidn. Pero 
Nicaragua un caso especial. Un mo- 
vimiento de solaridad, lealy trabaja- 
dora, ha gastado la decada previo 
educando mucho del publico E.U. 
sobre la situacion en dse pais (y 
criando unos cuantos illusiones su- 
yos a lo largo del camino) y asi miles 
estaban preparando para ocupar 
las calles contra cualquier movi- 
miento de guerra E.U. sobre Nicara¬ 
gua. 

La tendencia fuerte de activistas 
de solaridad del E.U. a proectar sus 
esperanzas revolucionarios y 
suehos encima de un regime selec- 
to de sus preferancias, sin embargo, 
ha tenido un efecto desastroso 
sobre la oposicidn a guerras en 
otros partes del mundo. El ultimo 
Decembre pasado cuando el E.U. 
invadierbn a Panama casi habia 
ninguna oposicion seria. De la “iz- 
quierda” aunque ima nunca dicho 
numbero de Panamanios fueron 
masacrado. Las leccidnes eran ob- 
vio a los generales y los ejecutivos 
corporativos que Began a ser deci- 
sidnes que pueden destruir nuestra 
Vidas. 

Es ahora nuestra responsibiUdad 
a construir un movimiento anti- 
guerra en dste pais que es de ver- 
dad anti-imperialista; que lucha 
contra imperialismo en todas par¬ 
tes, que no valora vidas humanos 
en proporcidn. A los ilusidnes que 
tienemos sobre sus diligentes pero 
valora las vidas. Tambien es 
nuestro responsibiUdad a construir 
un movimiento anti-guerra que 
puede suceded, que actualmente 
puede para la guerra. 

Estamos en el medio de histeria 


de guerra. Estan usando el cuerpo 
entero de la maquina de propagan¬ 
da del miUtar E.U. para convencer el 
pubUco que va ser necesario a tra- 
bar una guerra massivo contra las 
fuerzas de Iraq. Bajo estos condi- 
cidnes oponientes de guerra de los 
E.U. pueden esperar a ser ataquado 
mas fuertemente que antes. Nece- 
sitamos una estrategia que recono- 
ce las Umitacidnes reales que nos te- 
nemos en frente corrientemente, 
pero que tambien identifica los 
puntos flojos de la maquina de 
guerra. 

Tenemos que ser claro sobre que 
estamos haciendo. Los dirigentes 
de este pais no van a responder a 
apelacidnes de oposicion popular a 
la guerra. No se precupon de que 
nosotros creemos ya que no rompe- 
mos su maquina. Esto es exacta- 
mente lo que tenemos que hacer. 
Tenemos que subir la costa de la 
guerra. Esto significa que estamos 
luchando para la derota de los E.U.. 
Esto es lo que ellos nos van a acu- 
sar. Nosotros tenemos que ser recto 
y decir que esto es que estamos ha¬ 
ciendo y que somos orgulloso hacer 
lo. 

En este momento lo mas impor- 
tante que el movimiento anti- 
guerra puede hacer es hablar en voz 
alta contra la guerra. Marchar, 
distribuar panfletos, cercar con pi- 
quetes, cantar, pintar lemas, salir 
por la television, llevar chapas, esci- 
bir cartas a periodicos. Tenemos 
que ser lo mas visible posible. El 
publico E.U. tiene que saber qu hay 
oposicidn a esta guerra, que esta 
creciendo y que los reclamacidnes 
de un consenso nacional que apoya 
la guerra son imfraude, Paraeststi- 
po de actividad anarquistas deben 
buscar a juntarse con y formar un 
coaheion lo mas extenso posible. 
Necesitamos ser no sectario escru- 
' l^bshmehfeyddjarc^elhcb^^ 
de verdad estar abierto a liberales y 
marxistas, activistas religiosos y los 
independientes politicamente. 

Una estrategia seria para parar la 
guerra, sin embargo, no puede ser 
limitado a solo hablando. Tenemos 
que romper la maquina. Yaquela 
guerra se caBenta necesitamos ser 
preparado para subir el nivel de re- 
sistencia lo alto posible. 

Hay varies fronteras en donde 
podemos subir la resistencia: 

El primero es resistencia a cons- 
cripcidn. Los E.U. ya han Uamadon 
diezes de miles de reservistas y to¬ 
davia no estan a tiros. Es impro¬ 
bable que las fuerzas armadas 
pueden mantener cualquier tipo de 
conflicto prolongado con Iraq sin te- 
ner que eventualamente empezar 
conscripcidn. 

Esto es muy probablemente im 


punto a que la opinion publico cam- 
bia en contra la guerra. 

Necesitamos estar preparando 
para esta situacidn ahora. Necesita¬ 
mos estar afuera de cada escuela en 
el pais dandoles panfletos que avi- 
san de la posibilidad de conscrip- 
cion. Necesitamos circular declara- 
cidnes de “no vamos” publicamen- 
te declarando nuestra denegacidn a 
pelear en dsta guerra. Necesitamos 
entrenar para ser consejeros de 
conscripcidn para dos estan 
confrontaron con conscripcidn y 
con decisiones que preparar la 
estructura para suportar fugitives 
de conscipcidn. Tenemos que hacer 
estas cosas ahora. 

La segimda frontera es la militar 
mismo. La Mayorid de gente que 
llenan los rasps de la fuerzas arma¬ 
das estan alii por razones economi- 
cos; en un sentido or otro son victi- 
mos del “conscripcidn de la pobre- 
sa.“ No quieran murir or marar. 
Muchos de ellos van a repetir los 
slogans patrioticos. Que lo han en- 
senado pero va ser demasio claro a 
muchos soldados que les piden mo- 
rir por los beneficios de los compa- 
nias de petroleo y para proteger ima 
juaria de monarcas despreciables 
del desierto. 

Durante la guerra contra Viet¬ 
nam, oposicidn a la guerra entre los 
soldados destruyd la capacidad a 
pelear.la m.aquina de guerra los EU. 
Al priheipio unos cuantos soldados 
rechazaron a ir a Vietnam. Despaci- 
to la resistencia crecid. Pedidos de 
los oficiales fueron rechazaron. Sol¬ 
dados amotinaron o fueron 
‘' AWOL. ’ ’ Segiin, a principios de los 
’70s fue practice comiin para solda¬ 
dos en Vietnam a matar sus ofi¬ 
ciales cuando tirabon granadas 
fragmentarios en sus tiendas de 
campaha. Estos son tradicidnes 
que,seguro van a volver si la guerra 
se calienta. Ya varies reservistas 
han rechazaron pedidos a ir a Saudi 
Arabia o han declararon su inten- 
cidn a rechazar pedidos. Necesita¬ 
mos ir a los pueblos que estan cerca 
be bases militares y Smpezar a 
hablar con los soldados y poner la 
fundacidn para el future de resis¬ 
tencia de soldados. 

En recintos de coUegios necesita¬ 
mos afrontar el ROTC (Cuerpo de 
Entrenamento de Oficios en Reser¬ 
ve). La mayoria de oficios de la mili 
vienen del ROTC. El movimiento 
contra la guerra en Vietnam echa- 
ron ROTC de muchos recintos. 

Edificios de ROTC fueron occu- 
pado, atacado, desalojado y cema- 
do durante manifestaciones mili¬ 
tantes. Pero sobre los ultimos 15 
ahos ROTC ha vuelta. Campanas 
contra ROTC pueden romper el fun- 
ciofiamento de la militar por dene- 
gar les acceso a los oficios que ellos 
necesitan para hacer guerra. 

Si el movimiento anti-guerra va 
tener buen exito tiene que ser 
amplio. Si va ser amplio tiene que 


respetar una diversidad de t^cticas 
desde manifestacidnes legales y 
pacificos a sublevaciones a actos 
clandestinos de sabotaje. Pero mas 
que eso, necesitamos contruir un 
movimiento que es respetuoso de 
decisiones tacticos de gente 
quienes no estan en acuerdo con 
nosotros. 

Como anarquistas entendemos, 
por ejemplo que la politica electoral 
es una trampa que puede quitar la 
energia de activistas sinceros y en 
muchos casos transforma organiza- 
sores cometeros a politicos. No de- 
bemos esconder lo que creemos y 
debemos buscar activamente a per- 
suadir gente de que una estrategia 
de resistencia y accidn directo en 
masa va ser mas efectivo. Pero 
muchos, todavia, van a elegir a apa- 
labrar en lo politico electoral, teun- 
bien como otros deciden organizar 
un piquette legal cuando nosotros a 
la mejor creemos que rompiendo 
ventanas es mas apropriado. Tene¬ 
mos que respetar estos decisiones. 

Muchos grupos autoritarios 
Marxistas-Leninistas que parten 
con nuestro compromiso a militan- 
cia no van a esperar a tratar de ma- 
nipular gente a hacer acciones mili¬ 
tares cuando eso no es lo que 
quieren o estan preparado para. 
Mucho mas importante de que un 
manifestacidn destue un estacidn 
de reclutamiento de la militar o no 
es que el movimiento ser controla- 
do democraticamente por los que 
participan en lo. En muchos caso 
eso va querer decir que nosotros, 
como anarquistas revolucionarios, 
no vamos a ver nuestros ideas ga- 
nar en coaliciones particulares. Un 
movimiento que de verdad es 
controlado por la gente, en donde 
discutimos para nuestros ideas, va 
eventualmente abrazar nuestros 
ideas mejores y corregir los peores. 

Pero claro nunca debemos con- 
fundir el movimiento anti-guerra 
entero con un solo coalicidn 6 mani- 
festacidn. Va venir tiempos cuand&V^ 
vamos a querer organizar nuestro 
acciones mas militantes, a la^mfejor* 
en coalicion con otros militantes, a ^ 
la mejor, no. No debemos sef^ 
miedoso a ser lo. Tan pc^^del5^os 
dejamos ser aplastafo por liberales 
o cbmunistas para mantener un ti¬ 
po de unidad fraudulento. 

Estos son solo un poco de los 
asuntos que nos afronta en los me- 
ses que vienen. 

Mios ciertamente no son las ulti¬ 
mas palabras de estos cuestiones. 
Necesitamos tener amplio discu- 
siones de estos cuestiones en el mo¬ 
vimiento anarquista y tambien en 
el mas grande movimiento anti- 
guerra. Tambien tenemos que tra- 
bajar y alargar a gente con nuestro 
mensaje de que esto es una guerra 
del rico hombre y proponemos para 
lo ahora. 



Declaracion Politica de Amot y Robia 


Ainory Rahia es im periddico monsual anarquista re- 
volucionario que intenta fomentar el activismo levolu- 
cionario antiautoritario ati Norteamdrica. Proveeremos 
cobettoxa sobre luchas sociales, eventos mundiales, 
acciones anarquistas y brotes de resistencia (contra- 
culUua). Apoyaremos las luchas de los oprimidos alre- 
dedor del mundo por el control de sus propias vidas. El 
anarquismo ofrece la mds profunda crltica a la domina- 
cidn, haciendo posible im marco de unidad de todas las 
luchas por la liberaddn. IVatamos de entender los siste- 
mas bajo los cuales vivimos mediante nuestro propio 
andlisis y rechazamos cualquier ideologla pre-enlata- 
da. El anarquismo es un cuerpo viviente de teoria y 
prdctic», conecta^ directamente a las experienedas de 
Icm oprimidos que Itichan por su propia liberaddn. Anti- 
dpamos la revisidneonstante y radical de nuestras ide¬ 
as como parte necesaria de cualquier proceso revolu- 
donario. 

Amor y Rabia at ravottidonario. 

Apoyamos el derrocamiento de toda forma de rela- 
dones sociales autbritarias y la creaddn de una sode- 
dad basada en la cooperaddn, en la solidaridad y la 
ayuda mutua,^Reconocemos que la revoluddn sodal 
solo puede hacerla realidad la mayoria oprimida de la 
humanidad mediante un movimiento autogestionario. 
Apoyamcffl la utili z a ci dn de cualquier memo que sea 
neces^o para emandpar a la humanidad y alcanzar 
asf elhndela guerra, delapobreza, del hambrey dels 
miseria generada por el sistema actual. Apoyamos la 


mo Paso dirigido hada la realizaddn de la revoluddn 
sodal. 

Amor y Rabia as anfiaatatlsfa. 

Noe oponemos a todos los Estaebs como quiera que 

estos se autodtulen: Capitalistas o comunistas. 


Amor y Rabia asanticapitaitsia. 

Apoyamos todos los esfuerzos por derrocar toda for¬ 
ma de dominio de clase y poder estatal. /^yamos las 
huelgas y otras formas de lucha obrera por el control de 
los medios de produeddn. 

Amory RaMa es antiraelsta. 

Luchamm^^ntra la supremada blemca y 
por la creaddn^e una sodedad que respete la diversi¬ 
dad cultural. Apby^os la autodeterminaddn de los 
mexicanos, de los chicanos, de los indigenas nativo- 
americanos y otros grupos oprimidos. Reconcocemos 
la especial opresidn de los afiroamericanew desde los 
tiempos de la esclavitudhasta el presente y la lucha del 
pueblo negro en los Estados Unidos por su liberacidn y 
autodeterminaddn. Luchamos contra elresurgimiento 
del mdsmo hada los asiddeos y los drabes. Nos coloca- 

mos ai frente en la luchacontm los racistas fechas cabe- 
zasrapadas (skinhead), el KuKluxKlan, los Nazis y el te¬ 
rror poligfeco. 

Amor y Rabia at antllmparlallata. 

Apoyamos el derecho a la autodeterminaddn de los 


pueblmi oprimidos por las difemntes formas de imi 
rialismo. Luchamos por expulsar a Estados Unidos de 
Centro America, Puerto Rico yde todos los otros tertito- 
rios. Apoyamos la destrueddn del Estado Federal de 
EU. Apoyamos la destrueddn del Imperio Sovidtico y la 
liberaddn de todos sus pueblos. Estamos a favor de la 
destrueddn del Apartheid, del PMI, del Banco Mondial, 
de las corporadones multinacionales y de todas las 
otras formas de imperialismo. 

Amor y Rabia es aniisexista. 

a favor de la hbemddn y de la autodetenni- 
naddn de la mujer. Esto significa, como minimo, el in- 
cuesrionabte derecho reproductivo de todas las muje- 
res sin diferendas de razas o estado econdmico y por 
mimdo sin violenda smdsta. Recxmocemos que la 
opremdn de la mujer ee necesaria para exmtinuar con el 
hmdonamiento del Estado. El Estodo jam4« resolvera 
nuestros problemas. Nuestra libemddn solo sera pexsd- 
ble mediante d derrocamiento del Estado. 

Amor y RaWa apoya la liberacidn detas lesjblanas,de los ho- 
mosexuales y los bisexuates. 

Rechazamos la heterosexualidad obligatoria de la fa- 


milia patriaxcaly apoyamos losesfuerzosporpromover 
una diversidad de reladones humanas consensuales y 
sexuales. 


Amor y Rabia apoyard las luchas de los jovenes contra su 
especifica opresidn. 

Amor y Rabia se esfuerza espedalmente en promd* 
ver una plataforma para la juventud. Reconocemos que 
el future revoludonario esta en manos de la juventud. 


Amor y Rabia apoya la lucha contra la dominaeldn cte litNa- 
turaieza. - .. ' 

Reconocemos que el sistema industrial actual, cons- 
truido sxibre la explotaddn del planets y de sus inhabi- 
tantes, ha causado ima crisis ecoldgica que amenaza la 
supervivenda en el pkneta. Apoyamos los movimien¬ 
tos de resistenda contra la conthiua destrueddn del 
planeta. Vemos la necesidad de una transformaddn re- 
voludonaria de nuestras reladones con el planeta y las 
especies que lo habitan. OueremcMS detener la destrue¬ 
ddn del medio natural Queremos detener e invertir el 
envenenamiento ctel aire, de la tierra y del ague. Esta* 
mos en contra de la explotaddn de animales en las 
granjas industriales y en los sistemas de pmeba. Nos 
ojtonemos a los ataques del Estado contra el Movi¬ 
miento por la Liberaddn de los Animales . 

Esta declaraddn no intonta induir todos los asuntos 
que condemen a los anarquistas y antiautoritarios, ni 
Amory Rabia pretende vm entendimineto a plenitud o 
ima plena umdad de criterios sobre todos lc» temas. No 
pretende represents el espectro complete de la diver¬ 
sidad en el movimiento anarquista actual. No evitare- 
mos la controversia. Le pedixemos siempre ideas y su- 
gerendas a nuestros lectoisi y a otros activistas esfor- 
zdndonos por mejors nuestro entendimiento y el del 
movimiento en qim TriiiitflTnos , 
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